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TOWN  OFFICERS 


\ 


Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

James  W.  Bailey,  John  K.  Sargent 

Stephen  L.  Kelly 

Assessors 

Term  expires  March,  1918 
Term  expires  March,  1916 
Term  expires  March,  1917 

Town  Clerk 
Clifton  B.  Heath. 

Treasurer 
Fred  C.  Grant 

Collector  of  Taxes 
Fred  W.  George 

Auditor 
James  C.  Pease 


Frank  E.  Bartlett, 
Ralph  H.  Sargent, 
William  C.  Russell, 


Water  Commissioners 


George^A.  Titcomb, 
Warren  A.  Bailey, 
Wilfred  A.  Barbeau, 


Term  expires  March,  1916 
Term  expires  March,  1917 
Term  expires  March,  1918 


Municipal  Light  Board 


George  A.  Titcomb, 
Warren  A.  Bailey, 
Wilfred  A.  Barbeau, 


Term  expires  March,  1916 
Term  expires  March,  1917 
Term  expires  March,  1981 


Registrars  of  Voters 


Frank  F.  Philbrick  Horace  K.  Emery 

J.  Allen  Williams,  Clifton  B.  Heath 

Tree  Warden 

Charles  R.  Ford 

Superintendent  of  Streets 
Edward  F.  Goodwin 

Constables 

Warren  T.  Woodburn  Carlton  C.  Witham 

Fred  O.  Bailey 


School  Committee 


Fred  C.  Grant,  Term  expires  March, 

Ellen  M.  Murphy,  Term  expires  March, 

William  S.  Tuckwill,  Term  expires  March, 


Trustees  of 

Thomas  H.  Hoyt, 

William  B.  Sargent, 
Herbert  0.  Delano, 

B.  Frank  Smith,  * 

Albert  P.  Wadleigh, 
William  S.  Tuckwell, 


Public  Library 

Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 


Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 


Walter  L.  Chaloner, 
Fred  C.  Grant, 
Richard  A.  Sargent, 


Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 


Trustees  of  Cemeteries 


Willis  H.  Scott, 
George  G.  Larkin, 
Charles  E.  Rowell, 


Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 
Term  expires  March, 


1916 

1917 

1918 


1916 

1916 

1917 

1917 

1918 
1918 


1916 

1917 

1918 


1916 

1917 

1918 


SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER  AND  MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND 

Bark  l  j.  r  r  .  s,  , 

Byron  H.  Sargent  John  E.  Currier 

Edgar  P.  Sargent 

•  :  -  1  >  ■  •  1  V  VJI*  <  A  /, 

Fence  Viewers 

Lorenzo  B.  Blaisdell  Chas.  Emery  Hoyt 

Edson  C.  Walker 

•4  .  »  >  V  ' 

Weighers  of  Coal  and  Measurers  of  Grain 

Byron  H.  Sargent  Edward  H.  Preble 

Alice  J.  Hoyt 

Inspector  of  Animals 
George  W.  Hoyt 
Fish  and  Game  Warden 
Thurston  Tuxbury 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures 

> 

Henry  C.  Manning 
Forest  Warden 
Edgar  P.  Sargent 
Burial  Agent 
Albert  A.  Trull 
Field  Drivers 

Wilbur  W.  Colby  Chas.  Edward  Hoyt 

Geo.  E.  Hoyt 

Superintendent  Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moth 

Suppression 

Charles  R.  Ford. 

Engineers  of  Fire  Department 

William  S.  Tuckwell 


Angus  Mclnnis 


Harry  A.  Morgan 


APPROPRIATIONS  1915 


Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths, 

$  537  47 

Support  of  Poor, 

2,300  00 

Mothers’  Pensions, 

200  00 

Soldiers’  Relief, 

150  00 

Fire  Department, 

1,500  00 

Forest  Warden, 

75  00 

Highways  and  Bridges, 

1,500  00 

Permanent  Roads, 

500  00 

Snow  and  Washouts, 

500  00 

Sidewalks  and  Crossings, 

200  00 

Railings, 

100  00 

Tree  Warden, 

150  00 

Public  Library, 

400  00 

Miscellaneous, 

500  00 

Board  of  Health, 

100  00 

Memorial  Day, 

100  00 

Cemeteries, 

200  00 

Light  Department — Maintenance, 

2,817  26 

Water  Department, 

Municipal  Lise, 

2,271  00 

Construction, 

200  00 

Maintenance, 

2,563  64 

School  Department, 

4 

General  Purposes, 

8,100  00 

Transportation, 

750  00 

Superintendent, 

375  00 

Repairs  required  by  State, 

1,080  00 

Bonding  Town  Officers, 

110  00 

Town  Officers 


Chairman  of  selectmen, 
Second  selectman, 


300  00 
100  00 
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Third  selectman, 

100 

00 

Assessors, 

300 

00 

Town  clerk 

75 

00 

Town  treasurer, 

200 

00 

Tax  collector, 

350 

00 

Registrars  of  voters, 

70 

00 

School  committee, 

100 

00 

Chief  of  police, 

250 

00 

Special  police, 

100 

00 

Auditor  of  accounts, 

50 

00 

Fire  engineers, 

75 

00 

Night  watchman, 

730 

00 

Inspector  of  animals, 

25 

00 

Election  officers, 

100 

00 

Meat  inspector, 

50 

00 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 

30 

00 

Moderator, 

8 

00 

Salaries  of  assessors  for  1914 

178 

41 

Guide  boards, 

75 

00 

Light  and  water  investigation, 

658 

66 

Laying  out  town  way, 

50 

00 

TOWN  REPORT 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 

j 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac, 

Greetings: — We,  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  would 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 

1915. 

We  have  issued  and  approved  warrants  authorizing 
the  treasurer  to  make  payments  amounting  to  $74,565.52, 
divided  as  follows. 


Selectmen’s  warrants, 
School  warrants, 

Light  dept,  warrants, 
Water  dept,  warrants, 


$35,797  76 
12,666  62 
11,365  94 
14,735  20 


$74,565  52 

Selectmen’s  warrants  made  up  as  follows. 


NOTES  • 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Merrimac,  1,600  00 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Boston,  10,000  00 


11,600  00 

INTEREST 

i. 

First  Nat.,  interest  on  deposits,  107  68 

Fred  W.  George,  interest  collected  on 

taxes,  293  13 

400  81 

Overdrawn,  23  27 


Expended, 


$421  08 
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Institution  of  Sayings,  Newbury- 

port,  224  00 

First  Nat.  Bank,  Merrimac,  28  00 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  Discount,  172  08 


424  08 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


Appropriations, 

2,983  00 

Received  from  Commonwealth, 

25  00 

V 

$3,008  00 

Expended, 

2,639  92 

Unexpended, 

368  08 

SELECTMEN 

James  W.  Bailey, 

333  32 

John  K.  Sargent, 

100  00 

Stephen  L.  Kelly, 

100  00 

TREASURER 

Fred  C.  Grant,  183  34 


TOWN  CLERK 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  56  25 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Fred  C.  Grant,  29  16 

Ellen  M.  Murphy,  45  84 

Ralph  H.  Sargent,  4  17 

COLLECTOR 

Fred  W.  George,  41  29 
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ASSESSORS 

William  C.  Russell,  125  00 

Frank  E.  Bartlett,  75  00 

Ralph  H.  Sargent,  100  00 

AUDITOR 

Everett  B.  Russell,  50  00 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Thomas  H.  Hoyt,  60  00 

REGISTRARS 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  18  75 

Frank  E.  Walker,  5  00 

Horace  K.  Emery,  10  00 

FIRE  ENGINERES 

W.  S.  Tuckwell,  25  00 

John  E.  Bean,  Jr.,  25  00 

A.  Mclnnis,  25  00 

INSPECTOR  SLAUGHTERING  ' 

/ 

James  W.  Bailey,  25  00 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR 

George  W.  Hoyt,  50  00 

• 

POLICE  AND  NIGHT  WATCH 

Warren  T.  Woodburn,  night  watch  730  00 

Warren  T.  Woodburn,  chief  of  police  233  30 
Carlton  C.  Witham,  special  police,  55  00 

Henry  C.  Manning,  special  police,  2  00 

James  P.  Donahue,  special  police,  14  50 

Fred  O.  Bailey,  special  police,  30  00 

Willard  H.  Streeter,  special  police,  5  00 
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ELECTION  OFFICERS 


/ 

Clarence  0.  Libby,  moderator,  14  00 

George  W.  Hoyt,  election  officer,  3  00 

Wm.  J.  Earle,  election  officer,  1  00 

Proctor  C.  Smith,  election  officer,  9  00 

Herbert  C.  Colby,  election  officer,  3  00 

Charles  E.  Welch,  election  officer,  7  00 

Benj.  F.  Carter,  election  officer,  3  00 

Oliver  W.  Jordan,  election  officer,  9  00 

Clifford  R.  Howe,  election  officer,  8  00 

Everett  L.  Jewell,  election  officer,  3  00 

Harry  F.  George,  election  officer,  1  00 

A.  Berleigh  Sawyer,  election  officer,  3  00 

Fred  P.  Clement,  election  officer,  6  00 

Henry  M.  Goodwin,  election  officer,  2  00 

James  W.  Bailey,  election  officer,  5  00 

John  K.  Sargent,  election  officer,  3  00 

Chas.  A.  Noyes,  election  officer,  3  00 


$2,639  92 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 

The  overseers  of  the  poor  would  report  that  we  have 
given  relief  and  support  to  thirty-one  adults  and  twenty 
five  minors. 


■/ 

Settlements  in  Merrimac, 
Settlements  in  Haverhill, 
Settlements  in  Lawrence, 
Settlements  in  Boston, 
Settlements  in  State, 
Appropriation, 

Received  as  reimbursement, 
Received  and  due  from  Haverhill, 
Received  and  due  from  Lawrence, 
Received  and  due  from  Boston, 


2,300  00 
45  13 
188  00 
83  43 
20  52 


38 

10 

1 

2 
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Received  and  due  from  State, 

121  62 

Overdrawn, 

208  80 

$2,967  50 


Aid  rendered  and  bills  approved: 

\ 

Board, 

1,413  84 

Food, 

704  89 

Clothing, 

149  02 

Cash, 

80  00 

Rent, 

153  75 

Fuel, 

91  91 

Care, 

187  00 

Med.  Att. 

36  34 

Med.  supplies, 

22  35 

Hospital  aid, 

42  43 

Burials, 

76  00 

Miscellaneous, 

9  97 

$2,967  50 


SOLDIERS’  RELIEF 


Appropriation, 

150  00 

Expended, 

183  70 

Overdrawn, 

33  70 

Number  of  persons  aided,  4 

Bills  approved  as  follows: 

Water  bills, 

6  00 

Fuel, 

78  60 

Care, 

7  00 

Medical  attendance. 

91  50 

Medical  supplies, 

60 

$183  70 


12 


TOWN  REPORT 


SNOWS 

AND  WASHOUTS 

Appropriation, 

500  00 

Expended, 

297  87 

Unexpended, 

202  13 

E.  F.  Goodwin,  payroll, 

227  87 

F.  W.  Carter,  labor, 

5  00 

New  England  Road  m’ 

c’h’y,  snow 

plow, 

65  00 

INSURANCE* 

No  appropriation, 

Clifton  B.  Heath, 

• 

32  00 

MOTHERS 

’  PENSIONS 

FUND 

Appropriations, 

200  00 

Rec’d  and  due  from  Ha- 

verhill, 

346  00 

546  00 

Expended, 

432  00 

114  00 

Bills  authorized, 

FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

Appropriation, 

1,500  00 

Reimbursement, 

4  00 

1,504  00 

Expended, 

1,503  38 

Unexpended, 

62 

$297  87 


$32  00 


$432  00 


s  V 
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Hose  No.  1 

Harry  Davis,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

Ed.  Emerson,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

J.  P.  Flynn,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

L.  B.  Davis,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

Wm.  Lavalley,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915.  25  00 

P.  Marshall,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

M.  Jennings,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

C.  C.  Witham,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

E.  Mansfield,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  21  88 

Howard  Carter,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  22  92 

F.  H.  Hargraves,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  23  17 

Wm.  Bushong,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  23  17 

W.  R.  Crane,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  14  59 

Leon  Dow,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  .6  25 

H.  C.  Smith,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  4  17 


$316  15 

Hose  No.  2 

Chester  A.  Carter,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915  2  08 

Horatio  Evans,  sal.  end.  May  lf  1915,  25  00 

Fred  O.  Bailey,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

L.  Lowell  Whittier,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

Fred  E.  Parker,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

John  W.  Currier,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  25  00 

Harold  Eastman,  sal.  end.  Ma}^  1,  1915,  23  92 

E.  W.  Haskell,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  23  92 

Benj.  F.  Carter,  sal.  end.  May  1,  1915,  23  92 

James  Ramsdell,  23  92 

Willard  H.  Streeter,  15  60 


$238  36 

Miscellaneous  Fire  Dept.  Bills 

James  P.  Flynn,  janitor  Hose  No.  1,  85  00 

John  E.  Currier,  janitor  Hose  No.  2,  20  00 
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D.  W.  Gould,  supplies,  11  00 

Zenas  Lovell,  supplies  5  14 

Preble  Bros. ,  supplies,  1  95 

J.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies,  4  02 

Merrimac  Plating  works,  supplies,  3  00 

M.  C.  Lilley  Co.,  supplies,  3  60 

Fiske  &  Harris,  supplies,  3  40 

Merrimac  Light  Dept.,  supplies,  1  25 

Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  supplies,  33  58 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies,  10  70 

City  of  Haverhill,  whistle  and  supplies,  42  90 

John  E.  Bean  Jr.,  expense,  21  85 

Thomas  W.  Gleason,  expense,  6  00 

O.  F.  Bennett,  stock  and  labor,  24  74 

Frank  C.  Williams,  stock  and  labor,  3  05 

C.  C.  Witham,  stock  and  labor,  79  73 

Walker  Carriage  Co.,  stock  and  labor,  7  12 

G.  G.  Hall,  stock  and  labor,  3  00 

Walter  Holt,  labor,  2  10 

L.  B.  Davis,  labor,  14  65 

Wm.  Fitzgerald,  labor^  1  50 

Wm.  Hale,  labor,  -  19  79 

M.  Jennings,  labor.  2  50 

Alfred  Yinning,  labor,  7  75 

Wm  Lav  alley,  labor,  10  00 

F.  W.  Carter,  labor,  8  00 

Geo.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  wood,  6  00 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel,  77  52 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  use  of  horses,  59  10 

E.  W.  Haskell,  use  of  horses,  40  25 

A.  O.  Nicol,  use  of  horses,  32  50 

G.  G.  Davis,  use  of  horses,  7  00 

Perry  Marshall  acc’t  1915,  sal.,  3  12 

Wright  Garage  Co.,  machine  work,  30  15 

J.  P.  Flynn,  extra  payrolls,  63  52 

Eastern  Hard  Fibre  Co.,  blowing  whistle,  31  25 

G.  G.  Hall,  engineer  steamer,  13  00 
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Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing, 

3 

50 

The  Mathieson  Alkali  Works,  soda, 

4 

48 

A.  Mclnnis,  cartage, 

4 

53 

L.  B.  Davis,  supt.  fire  alarm, 

25 

00 

Wetmore  Savage  Co.,  paint, 

52 

15 

C.  A.  Reese  Co.,  badges, 

7 

06 

Perry  Marshall,  stroker, 

25 

00 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  supplies, 

26 

42 

$948 

87 

$1,503  38 


GYPSY  AND  BROWN  TAIL  MOTH 


Appropriation, 

537 

47 

Private  work  assessed, 

224 

35 

Recc’d  from  Chas.  R.  Ford,  supt., 

12 

54 

Rec’d  and  due  from  State, 

581 

00 

Expended  acc’t  of  1916,  appro., 

107 

96 

S  t  ‘  - 

$1,463 

32 

Less  amount  expended  in  Dec.  1914, 

on  1915  appropriation, 

136 

70 

$1,326 

62 

As  follows: 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  payroll, 

$1,174 

71 

Chas.  R.  Ford,  schedule  bills, 

121 

91 

John  E.  Currier,  rent, 

30 

00 

$1,326  62 

MISCELLANEOUS  DEBTS 


Appropriations,  500  00 

Rec’d  from  licenses,  33  00 

Rec’d  Water  Board,  freight,  91 

Rec’d  Bank  rent,  300  00 
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Rec’d  Sargent  Hall, 

319 

75 

Due  acc’t  express  paid  for 

other  dept., 

22 

19 

$ 

1,175 

85 

Unexpended, 

48 

07 

Expended,  $ 

1,127 

78 

Zenas  Lovell,  &  Co. ,  supplies, 

11 

44 

Little  &  Co.,  supplies, 

28 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel, 

214 

07 

Geo.  H.  Whitney,  stock  and  labor, 

12 

48 

James  W.  Bailey, 

12 

85 

New  Eng.  Tel  and  Teh  Co.,  tel.  ser- 

vice, 

42 

43 

M.  B.  Crane,  stamp  and  box  rent, 

7 

80 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  ink, 

3 

25 

Amesbury  Pub.  Co.,  printing  reports, 

117 

04 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing, 

86 

16 

Wilslow  Woodburn,  burying  dog, 

1 

00 

J.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies, 

8 

50 

Merrimac  Elec.  Dept.,  bulbs, 

4 

45 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage, 

23 

82 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  supplies, 

-16 

07 

Warren  T.  Woodburn,  warrants  and 

ex., 

15 

02 

B.  P.  Murphy,  supplies,  town  clerk, 

4 

55 

Burroughs  Adding  Machine, 

2 

85 

A.  B.  Sawyer,  supplies, 

75 

H.  C.  Manning,  care  of  office  and 

clock, 

49 

22 

A.  H.  Peirce,  returning  births, 

75 

F.  E.  Sweetsir,  returning  births, 

5 

25 

Geo.  F.  Worcester,  returning  births, 

1 

50 

James  C.  Libby,  stock  and  labor, 

8 

99 

Perry  Elliot  &  Co.,  stock  and  labor, 

2 

85 

TOWN  REPORT 
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John  E.  Donaho,  stock  and  labor, 

18 

87 

Mosler  Safe  Co.,  repairing  safes, 

4 

00 

Geo.  F.  Kendrick,  repairing  chairs, 

2 

25 

Bailey’s  Auto  Express,  expressage, 

35 

A.  Mclnnis,  trucking, 

91 

Chas.  Wallace,  team, 

5 

00 

West  Disfecting  Co.,  towels, 

8 

75 

James  W.  Bailev,  care  of  booths  and 

office, 

9 

83 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies, 

1 

50 

Hanscom  Hardware  Co.,  floor  wax, 

5 

50 

Geo.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  wood, 

6 

00 

A.  P.  Wadleigh,  express, 

13 

04 

James  L.  Howe,  stock  and  labor, 

12 

50 

Chestine  Chemical  Co.,  dust  void, 

3 

25 

F.  C.  Williams,  stock  and  labor, 

3 

25 

Bureau  Statistics,  certifing  notes, 

32 

00 

$780 

37 

ASSESSORS’  DEPARTMENT 


A.  Mclnnis,  expressage, 

83 

E.  Wentworth  Prescott,  information, 

5  95 

William  Jones,  information, 

1  65 

A.  W.  Brownel,  supplies, 

5  75 

Library  Bureau,  card  system, 

51  56 

Wakefield  Daily  Item,  supplies, 

5  25 

Thomas  Groom,  supplies, 

2  00 

American  Express  Co.,  expressage, 

83 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing, 

12  00 

Bank  Office  Equipment  Co.,  closet, 

31  70 

N.  W.  Daley,  plans, 

2  50 

Frank  E.  Bartlett,  use  of  auto, 

14  00 

-** 

$134  20 

\ 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


C.  C.  Witham,  use  of  auto  and  labor,  15  87 
Warren  T.  Woodburn,  expense,  32  24 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Hargraves,  meals  to  pris¬ 
oners,  8  74 

Merrimac  Light  dept.,  supplies,  2  20 

Little  Brown  Co.,  supplies,  3  00 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies,  7  93 

Ives  Johnson,  supplies,  4  85 

Timothy  S.  Herlihy,  services,  10  20 

Collins  Clothing  Co.,  caps  and  num¬ 
bers,  10  80 

J.  P.  Donahue,  labor  at  lake,  3  00 

Wm.  W.  Woodburn,  labor  at  lake,  2  00 

Roy  Bailey,  use  of  motor  boat,  9  80 

Geo.  F.  Worcester,  use  of  auto,  1  00 


$111  64 

TREASURER’S  DEPARTMENT 


F.  L.  Gardner,  checkwriter,  20  00 

First  Nat.  Bank,  bal,  on  check  book,  6  60 
Post  Office  Dept.,  supplies,  24  24 

F.  C.  Grant,  expense,  2  90 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  2  75 


$56  49 

REGISTRAR’S  DEPARTMENT 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  26  50 

COLLECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT 

Post  Office  dept.,  supplies,  5  25 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  13  50 


/ 


$18  76 

.  $1,127  78 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Appropriation,  $400  00 

Rec’d  from  Whittier  Fund,  30  90 

Rec’d  from  Goodwin  Fund,  35  00 

Rec’d  from  Fines,  31  80 


$497  70 

Expended,  497  48 


22 

S.  J.  Sayre,  salary  and  expense, 

211  40 

Merrimac  Water  dept.,  heat, 

2500 

Merrimac  Light  dept.,  bulbs, 

90 

John  Q.  Adams,  books, 

18  50 

Mitchell  &  Co.,  books, 

96  07 

DeWolf  &  Fiske  Co.,  books, 

7  32 

Dodge,  Mead  &  Co.,  books, 

35  ' 00 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Co.,  books, 

1  00 

F.  J.  Barnard  &  Co.,  m’s’d’e, 

1  07 

H.  W.  Wilson,  m’d’s’e, 

3  57 

A.  B.  Sawyer,  m’d’s’e, 

27  35 

Library  Bureau,  m’d’s’e, 

2  57 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing, 

13  50 

B.  Frank  Smith,  expense, 

4  48 

Wm.  B.  Sargent,  expense, 

5  75 

Samuel  C.  Condon,  labor, 

1  50 

Mary  A.  Bailey,  labor, 

3  00 

David  Farquhar,  binding, 

39  50 

BONDS 

Appropriation,  $  110  00 

Expended,  106  50 


Unexpended, 


$  3  50 
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Clifton  B.  Heath,  $  4  00 

Frank  N.  Rand,  102  50 


$  106  50 

ASSESSORS’  1914  ACCOUNT 

Appropriation,  $  178  41 

Expended  as  follows: 

R.  H.  Sargent,  $  34  50 

W.  C.  Russell,  50  66 

Frank  E.  Bartlett,  93  25 


$  178  41 

ROCKS  BRIDGE 

>  # 

Appropriation,  2000  or 
Expended  as  follows : 

County Treas.,  $2,000  00 


$2,000  00 

LIGHT  AND  WATER  INVESTIGATION 


Appropriation, 

$  658 

66 

Merrimac  Water  dept.,  cash  paid, 

3 

33 

Richardson  &  Hale,  services, 

472 

91 

A.  J.  Cottam,  labor, 

3 

30 

G.  G.  Hall,  labor, 

1 

35 

S.  F.  Greenwood,  dinners, 

5 

00 

Amesbury  Pub.  Co.,  printing, 

97 

80 

W.  C.  Russell,  expense, 

2 

45 

M.  B.  Crane,  postage, 

12 

00 

E.  B.  Russell,  stock  and  labor, 

8 

40 

H.  A.  Jackson,  expense, 

3 

50 

Jonah  &  George,  supplies, 

4 

97 

G.  G.  Davis,  teams, 

3 

00 

Merrimac  Job  Print,  printing, 

3 

00 

TOWN  REPORT 
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John  E.  Currier,  supplies, 

1  02 

Breman  Dow  &  Co.,  supplies, 

8  81 

Eastern  Hard  Fibre, « telephone  and 

supplies, 

15  36 

Frank  E.  Bartlett,  expense, 

12  46 

$  658  66 

CEMETERIES 

Appropriation,  $  200  00 

Rec’d  from  sale  of  stone,  3  00 


$  203  00 


Expended  as  follows: 

Edward  Bushing,  labor,  2  00 

Michael  Gilmore,  labor,  6  25 

Wm.  J.  Carpenter,  labor,  5  75 

James  P,  Donahue,  labor,  2  00 

Frederick  K.  Thurlow,  labor,  3  00 

G.  G.  Larkin,  expense,  37  50 

Trustees  of  Cemeteries,  expense,  6  00 

Trustees  of  Cemeteries,  soldiers7  lots,  138  50 

G.  G.  Davis,  team,  2  00 


$  203  00 

» 

TREE  WARDEN 

Appropriation,  $  150  00 

Expended,  134  80 


$  134  80 


Expended  as  follows: 
Chas.  R.  Ford,  payrolls, 


$  15  20 


$  134  80 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Appropriation,  $  100  00  / 

Rec’d  from  State,  57  00* 


$  157  00 

Expended,  102  44 


Unexpended,  $  54  56 


City  treas.  Haverhill,  Hospital  Aid,  57  00 
Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payrolls,  35  30 

John  K.  Sargent,  burying  dog,  1  00 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  supplies,  4  14 

Clifton  B.  Heath,  printing,  5  00 


$  102  44 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Appropriation,  $  30  00 

Expended,  18  79 

x  , _ _ 

Unexpended,  $  11  21 

Henry  C.  Manning,  labor  and  supplies,  $  16  79 
G.  G.  Davis,  team,  2  00 


$  18  79 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES 

Appropriations,  $1 , 500  00 

Assessed  for  repairs  on 

bridges,  500  00 

Rec’d  by  reimbursement,  4  75 


$2,004  75 

Unexpended,  445  58 


Expended, 


$  1,559  17 
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Expended  as  follows: 


Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payrolls, 

$  974 

67 

Sargent  Coal  Co,  cement, 

7 

00 

J.  B.  Little,  supplies, 

2 

95 

Ideal  MTg  and  Supply  Co.,  catch 

basins, 

24 

00 

County  treas.,  expense  on  Rocks 

Bridge, 

.  341 

57 

County  treas.,  fee, 

3 

00 

Frank  C.  Williams,  stock  and  labor, 

8 

55 

Nat  L.  Howe,  stock  and  labor, 

4 

66 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  cartage, 

16 

80 

Barrett  MTg  Co.,  tarvia, 

105 

95 

John  E.  Currier,  supplies, 

6 

57 

Zenas  Lovell,  supplies, 

1 

17 

B.  S.  Gallup,  supplies, 

81 

L.  B.  Blaisdell,  gravel, 

8 

50 

G.  G.  Davis,  gravel, 

1 

00 

G.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  gravel, 

4 

75 

New  England  Road  Machinery  Co., 

supplies, 

47 

22 

STATE  AID 

Fred  C.  Grant,  treas., 


$,1,559  17 


$  982  00 


MILITARY  AID 


$  982  00 


Fred  C.  Grant,  treas.,  $  24  00 


RAILING 

Appropriation,  $  100  00 

Expended,  94  62 


24  00 


Unexpended, 


S  5  38 


4 
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Expended  as  follows: 

Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payrolls, 

$  38  58 

John  E.  Currier,  supplies, 

23  16 

Geo.  W.  Sargent’s  Sons,  posts, 

32  88 

Appropriations, 

Expended, 


GUIDE  BOARDS 

I  75  00 
74  83 


Unexpended, 


17 


94  62 


Good  Roack  Machinery  Co.,  signs 


and  posts, 

$  60  00 

Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payroll, 

3  61 

Perry  E.  Elliot,  stock  and  labor, 

4  56 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  cartage, 

5  66 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  cement, 

1  00 

FOREST  WARDEN 


Appropriation, 

Expended, 


$  75  00 
155  84 


Overdrawn,  $  80  84 

Expended  as  follows: 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  horses,  $  42  50 

E.  W.  Haskell,  horses,  20-  00 

A.  O.  Nicol,  horses,  22  50 

James  P.  Flynn,  payrolls,  .  24  92 

Edgar  P.  Sargent,  payroll,  34  92 

W.  B.  Kelly,  payroll,  2  50 

John  Gilmore,  labor,  4  25 

H.  C.  Smith,  labor,  4  25 


74  83 


155  84 
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TAXES 


County  treas.,  county  tax,  $  2,018  96 

State  treas.,  State,  Highway  and 

Nat.  Bank  tax,  4,300  74 

$  6,319  70 

MEMORIAL  DAY 


Appropriation,  $  100  00 

John  E.  Bean,  Q.  M.,  $  100  00 

- - - 

$  100  00 

SIDEWALKS  AND  CROSSINGS 

Appropriations,  $  200  00 

Expended,  52  67 


Unexpended,  $  147  33 


Edward  F.  Goodwin,  payroll,  $  52  67 

$  52  67 

SARGENT'S  HALL 

Sargent's  Hall  has  been  opened  during  the  year  1915 


as  follows: 

Total  number  of  openings,  .  101 

Total  number  of  openings  paid,  84 

Total  number  of  openings  free,  '  17 

Total  amount  received  for  rent,  $536  00 


JAMES  W.  BAILEY, 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT, 
STEPHEN  L.  KELLY, 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


BAILEY  SARGENT 

BORN  AUG.  6,  1834  DIED  FEB.  17,  1916 

TOWN  CLERK 

FROM  APRIL  20,  1876  TO  AUGUST  1,  1910 
TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR 
1876-1887 


IN  MEMORIAM 
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Auditor’s  Report 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

I  have  made  a  careful  audit  of  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Assessors,  Selectmen,  Treasurer,  Collector  of  Taxes, 
School  Committee,  Water  and  Light  Departments  of  the 
town  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1915  and  find  them  to 
be  correct  and  to  be  well  kept. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  by  the  several  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Town,  approved  by  the  Selectmen  and  have 
been  paid  by  the  treasurer  as  follows: 


Selectmen 


$35,797  76 
12,666  62 
11,365  94 
14,735  20 


School, 

Light, 

Water, 


$74,655  52 


On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  a  recapitulation 
of  the  accounts  and  a  financial  statement. 
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TOWN  REPORT 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  JANUARY  1,  1916 

Liabilities 


Water  bonds, 

$  59,500 

00 

Water  notes, 

'  5,000 

00 

Electric  light  bonds, 

5,500 

00 

Electric  light  notes, 

2,400 

00 

Refunding  loan  notes, 

6,400 

00 

Rocks  Bridge  notes, 

2,000 

00 

Estimated  outstanding  bills, 

96,955 

00 

* 

Assets 

1 

Cash  in  treasurer’s  hands, 

$12,803 

77 

Uncollected  taxes, 

9,070 

74 

Due  from  the  Commonwealth: 

Account  of  poor, 

78 

73 

Account  of  State  aid, 

982 

00 

Due  from  City  of  Boston: 

Account  of  poor, 

10 

26 

Due  from  Haverhill: 

Account  of  poor, 

120 

00 

Due  from  Lawrence: 

Account  of  poor, 

39 

99 

$81,769  55 


Financial  debt, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  C.  PEASE, 


$23,105  49 
$58,664  06 


Auditor. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


Frederick  C.  Grant,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the 
Town  of  Merrimac. 

Receipts 


Balance  on  deposit,  Jan.  1,  1915 
F.  W.  George,  collector  of  taxes, 
General  account. 

Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 


Moth  dept., 

$572  79 

Support  of  sick 

paupers, 

24  06 

Aid  to  paupers 

184  71 

Inspector  of  an¬ 

imals, 

25  00 

Corporation 

tax, 

47  09 

Business  tax. 

/ 

1,237  46 

Nat’l  bank  tax, 

95  29 

State  aid, 

988  00 

Temporary 

aid, 

26  89 

Contagious  dis¬ 

eases, 

57  00 

Street  Ry.  tax, 

229  98 

$11,278  21 
35,083  15 


$  3,488  27 

C.  R.  Ford,  supt. 

moth  dept.,  12  54 

Samuel  J.  Sweeley, 
costs  and  int.  re., 

1912  tax  sale, 


8  98 
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City  of  Haverhill, 
poor, 

City  of  Lawrence, 
poor, 

City  of  Boston, 
poor, 

H.  O.  Smith,  poor, 

F.  E.  Bartlett,  re¬ 
imbursements 
acc’t  J.  Robinson, 

J.  W.  Bailey,  reim¬ 
bursement  acc’t 
Jane  Welch 

J.  W.  Bailey,  reim¬ 
bursement  acc’t 
J.  H.  McLeod 

Light  dept.,- express 
paid, 

Water  dept.,  express 
paid, 

School  dept.,  express 
paid, 

J.  W.  Bailey,  selm’n, 
Pool  licenses, 
Junk  licenses, 
Auctioneer  li¬ 
censes, 

Gasoline  li¬ 
censes, 

Sidewalk  tax, ' 
Ploweison 

C.  D.  Parker  &  Co., 
Inc.,  6  mo.  note  in 
anticipation  of  re¬ 
venue, 


456  67 
76  42 

49  86 

4  25 

85  53 

96  81 

5  00 

14  69 

15  04 

6  05 

2  00 
25  00 

4  00 

4  00  35  00 

4  80 

10,000  00 
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Merrimac  Savings 
Bank,  proceeds 
Rocks  Bridge  notes, 
W.  S.  Tuckwell,  ac¬ 
count  Fire  Dept, 
sale  of  old  hose, 

Wm.  B.  Sargent, 
light  fixture, 
library  book, 
library  book, 
library  fines, 
cards,  etc. 


2,000  00 

4  00 
J  7  20 

11  20 

5  00 
67 

1  35 

29  78 


36  80 

First  Natl  Bank, 
rent,  300  00 

interest,  107  48 


407  48 
90 

82  00 
237  75 


319  75 

Merrimac  Pub.  Library, 

Goodwin  Fd.  35  00 

Whittier  Fd.  30  90 


R.  A.  Sargent,  light 
fixture, 

J.  W.  Bailey,  rent 
Sargent  Hall, 

H.  C.  Manning,  rent 
Sargent  Hall, 


G.  W.  Sargent’s 
Sons,  reimburse¬ 
ment, 


65  90 

4  75 


$17,206  69 
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School  dept., 

Tr.  of  Common¬ 
wealth  tuition  of 


children, 

122 

25 

Mass. School  Fund 

921 

62 

Acc’t  Supt.  of 

schools, 

437 

50 

1,481 

37 

Countv  of  Essex 

dog  tax, 

145 

93 

City  of  Boston,  tui- 

tion  of  minor 

wards, 

117 

00 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Watts, 

tuition, 

25 

00 

Town  of  Salisbury, 

tuition, 

205 

00 

Town  of  Newton, 

N.  CL,  tuition, 

41 

00 

Fred  Beckford,  tui- 

tion, 

25 

00 

413  00 

A.  G.  Flower,  reim¬ 
bursement,  1 1 


2,040  41 

Light  dept., 

W.  H.  Scott,  Coll.  10,148  20 

Water  dept,  settle¬ 
ment  orders,  1,025  99  11,174  19 


Water  dept., 

W.  H.  Scott,  Coll., 


6,263  11 


11,174  19 
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Light  dept.,  settle¬ 
ment  orders,  823  53 

Merrimac  Savings 

Bank,  notes,  3,500  00 


10,586  64 
87,369  29 

Expenditures 

General  account, 

State  tax, 

State  highway  tax, 

Nat’l  Bank  tax, 

County  tax, 

County  of  Essex,  re¬ 
building,  Rocks 
Bridge, 

State  and  Military 
Aid, 

Note,  anticipation 
of  revenue, 

Funding  note, 

Interest  and  dis¬ 
count, 

Miscellaneous  or¬ 
ders, 


$35,797  76 

School  dept., 

Com’tee warrants,  12,666  62 

Light  dept., 

Commissioners’  war¬ 
rants, 

Notes,  1,300  00 

Bond,  500  00 


3,315  00 
180  27 
805  47 
2,018  96 


2,000  00 

1,006  00 

10,000  00 
1,600  00 

424  08 

14,447  98 


Interest, 
Miscel., . 
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382  00 
9,203  94 


Water  dept., 
Bonds, 
Notes, 
Interest, 
Miscel., 


11,365  94 

3,500  00 
500  00 
2,590  00 
8,145  20 


14,735  20 


Bal.,  cash  on  deposit, 


$74,565  52 
12,803  77 


87,369  29 


Statement  of  the  Funded  Department 


Water  bonds  at  4 
per  cent  maturing 
$3,500.  yearly  to 
July  15,  1932, 
Water  notes  at  4  per 
cent  maturing 
$500  yearly  to 
June  20,  1918, 
Water  notes  at  4  per 
cent  maturing 
$350  yearly  to 
July  15,  1925, 
Electric  light  bonds 
at  4  per  cent 
maturing  $500 


JbJD 

to 

T5 

tH 

rH 

c3 

• 

T— 1 

0 

Jh 

c3 

•>. 

rH 

Ph 

CO 

CD 

CO 

+3 

6 

"O 

6 

cc 

p 

•  rH 

Ph 

<D 

p 

a 

hH 

$63,000  $3,500  $59,600  $2,520 


2,000  500  1,500  70 


3,500  0 
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yearly  to  July  15, 


1926, 

6,000 

500 

5,500 

240 

Electric  Light  notes 
at  4  per  cent  mat- 
turing  $600  year¬ 
ly  to  Jan.  5,  1919, 

3,000 

600 

2,400 

108 

Electric  Light  note 
at  4  per  cent  ma¬ 
turing  June  1, 

1915, 

700 

700 

14 

Funding  notes  at  3 
1-2  per  cent  ma- 
tur’g  $1,600  year¬ 
ly  to  May  1,  1919, 

8,000 

1,600 

6,400 

252 

Rocks  Bridge  loan, 
notes  at  4  per  cent 
maturing  $400 
yearly  to  Nov.  1, 

1920  2,000  0 


$82,700  $7,400  $80,800  $3,204 

Amount  of  funded  debt  Dec.  31,  1914,  82,700  00 

Amount  of  funded  debt  Dec.  31,  1915,  80,800  00 


Reduction  for  the  year,  $  1 , 900  00 

Interests,  General  Account 

Interest  on  funding  loan,  $252  00 

Discount  on  $10,000  loan,  6  mo.,  172  08 

(Anticipation  of  revenue)  - 

$424  08 

Interest  received  on  deposit 

with  First  National  Bank  107  48 


Net, 


$316  60 
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Cemetery  Trust  Funds 


Int.  un¬ 

Fund 

Amt. 

expended 

M.  E.  Sargent; 

$100  00 

$6  39 

Eliza  M.  Sawyer, 

114  00 

45 

Emily  S.  Goodwin, 

250  00 

78  80 

John  L.  &  Sophia  Merrill, 

200  00 

26  38 

Moses  Goodrich, 

100  00 

4  92 

W.  A.  Paine, 

50  00 

54 

J.  E.  Prescott, 

125  00 

5  51 

Rhoda  S.  Poore,  (D.  J.  Poore) 

300  00 

39  66 

Rhoda  S.  Poore,  (F.  Sargent) 

200  00 

14  72 

Otis  W.  Little, 

200  00 

11  77 

Susan  G.  Sargent, 

75  00 

6  09 

Marietta  B.  Sargent, 

250  00 

33  95 

Caroline  S.  Noyes, 

100  00 

8  21 

J.  Warren  Sargent, 

100  00 

2  27 

Adeline  Whittier, 

100  00 

7  36 

Ruth  C.  Rowell, 

200  00 

25  59 

Sarah  A.  Pattee,  (Locust  Grove) 

175  00 

20  25 

Sarah  A.  Pattee,  (Church  Street) 

125  00 

5  67 

I.  B.  Little, 

337  87 

45  40 

John  Bancroft, 

50  00 

00 

Aaron  Bancroft, 

50  00 

54 

Thomas  D.  Nelson, 

150  00 

34  14 

Mabel  Jones  Shepardson, 

100  00 

1  77 

Henry,  E.  Crosby, 

50  00 

9  52 

A.  Linda  Little, 

150  00 

5  15 

Etta  H.  Colby, 

100  00 

1  55 

Mrs.  Gilman  S.  Hoyt, 

100  00 

5  27 

Phineas  Chase, 

100  00 

3  55 

Charles  A.  Bridges, 

100  00 

4  97 

Louise  Clement, 

100  00 

4  88 

Carrie  C.  Noyes, 

150  00 

7  12 

W.  0. Smiley, 

100  00 

00 

A.  L.  Baxter, 

100  00 

2  37 

Permelia  Trefethen, 

100  00 

3  66 
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Ida  E.  Stevens,  125  00  3  75 

Mary  Ann  Chase,  100  00  1  36 

Stuart,  Chase  &  Sargent,  150  00  2  76 

Charles  A.  Noyes,  75  00  30 

Mason  W.  R.  Downing,  125  00  1  87 

William  Gilday,  100  00  00 

Kimball  Park  Fund 

Judith  W.  Kimball,  $1,000  00  00 

Public  Library  Fund 

A.  E.  Goodwin,  200  00  97  68 

James  Whittier,  400  00  15  48 

Electric  Light  Depreciation  Fund 

Amount  Jan.  1.  1915,  60  21 

Interest  1  year,  2  42 

$62  63 

All  the  above  funds  are  on  deposit  in  the  Merrimac 
Savings  Bank. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  C.  GRANT,  Treas. 
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COLLECTOR  S  REPORT 


Fred  W.  George,  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Merrimac. 

Dr. 


To  1915  tax  list  and  additions: 

$35,718 

57 

Collected  since  Dec.  31,  1914  report, 

3,920 

93 

Uncollected  last  report, 

4,291 

18 

Interest  received, 

293 

13 

Excise  tax, 

420 

93 

$44,644 

74 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  town  treasurer, 

$35 , 083 

15 

Discount, 

33 

Refund  sidewalk  tax, 

8 

75 

Property  taken  at  Attitash  Park, 

29 

54 

Abatements,  1914, 

11 

90 

Abatements,  1915, 

241 

38 

Abatements,  since  Dec.  31, 

199 

85 

Uncollected  taxes,  (resident)  1913, 

14 

13 

“  “  (non-residents)  1913, 

224 

28 

11  “  (resident)  1914, 

62 

06 

“  “  (non-resident)  1914, 

454 

08 

“  “  (resident)  1915, 

2 , 243 

25 

“  “  (non-resident)  1915, 

922 

00 

Attitash  Park,  1913, 

5 

87 

“  “  1914, 

16 

05 

“  “  1915, 

127 

30 

Due  from  firemen, 

138 

05 

Collected  since  Dec.  31, 

4,862 

77 

$44 , 644 

74 
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Uncollected  Residents  Taxes  for  1913 

Universalist  Society,  sidewalk  tax,  14  13 

Uncollected  Non-Residents  Taxes  for  1913 

Greeley,  Mrs.  Michael,  3  19 

Rawson,  W.  W.  heirs  or  dev.,  321  09 

Uncollected  Residents  Taxes  for  1914 

Kinsman,  Alfred  0.,  30  16 

Williams,  Chas.  E.,  31  90 

Uncollected  Non-Residents  Taxes  for  1914 

Brickett,  James  E.,  102  30 

England,  Geo.  W.,  79  20 

Greeley,  Mrs.  Michael,  4  48 

Judkins,  Geo.  W.,  heir  or  dev.,  78  10 

Rawson,  W.  W.,  heirs  or  dev.,  185  60 

Young,  Sara  A.,  4  40 

Uncollected  Residents  Taxes  for  1915 

Battis,  Elmer  E.,  41  60 

Blanchard,  Frederick  W.,  bal.,  19  42 

Blodgett,  Nellie,  heirs  or  dev.,  67  63 

Chase,  W.  M.,  2  00 

Colby,  Joseph,  heirs  or  dev.,  bal.,  30  60 

Coleman,  Mrs.  Chas.,  bal.,  22  73 

Currier,  John  E.,  bal.,  555  20 

Demminie,  Henry  W.,  bah,  24  31 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cora  E.,  bal.,  11  30 

Donahue,  John  E.,  bal.,  25  83 

Eastman,  Chas.  F.,  bal.,  11  20 

Eastern  Hard  Fibre  Co.,  362  40 


42 


TOWN  REPORT 


Hypslop,  Willis  R., 

8 

36 

Holt,  Walter  E., 

2 

00 

House,  Horatio  T., 

2 

00 

Hutchinson,  Oscar  S.,  bal., 

21 

60 

Jackman,  Chas.  L., 

2 

00 

Jackman,  Mrs.  Chas.  L.,  heirs  or  dev.,  ba!., 

14 

40 

Judkins,  Mrs.  Florence  R.,  heirs  or  dev.,  bal., 

224 

85 

Kaplan,  Mrs.  Sara, 

33 

60 

Kelly,  Willard  B.,  bal., 

42 

54 

Kelly,  Willard  T.,  bal., 

14 

76 

Kennet,  LaForest, 

23 

60 

Kinsman,  Alfred  0., 

98 

32 

Kinsman,  Mrs.  Clara  A., 

10 

80 

Leslie,  Mrs.  Annie,  bal., 

19 

56 

Manning,  Henry  C.,  Guard, 

43 

20 

Moore,  John  J., 

11 

60 

Moore,  Clifton  J., 

2 

00 

Noyes,  Chas.  H.,  bal., 

1 

11 

Pease,  James  F., 

52 

68 

Sargent,  George  Sons,  bal., 

45 

30 

Sargent,  Ralph  H.,  bal., 

87 

76 

Sayer,  Mrs.  Ida,  bal., 

74 

85 

Simpson,  Albert  C.,  bal., 

32 

14 

Spinney,  Harry  L., 

2 

00 

Sicard,  Saul, 

2 

00 

Snow,  Royal  G.,  bal., 

159 

60 

Theyer,  Chas.  M., 

2 

00 

Williams,  Chas.  E., 

34 

40 

Uncollected  Non-Residents  Taxes  for 

1915 

Brickett,  James  E., 

111 

60 

Foss,  L.  D., 

5 

04 

Greeley,  Mrs.  Michael 

4 

80 

Grimm,  Sara  A.,  bal., 

19 

08 

Head,  Annie  F.,  bal.; 

19 

80 

Kelly,  E.  P.  &  A.  W., 

7 

20 
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Murphy,  Mrs.  James  W.,  bal., 

2 

40 

Rawson,  W.  W.  heirs  or  dev., 

189 

48 

Ross,  John  E.,  bah, 

5 

20 

Shaw,  Clarence, 

17 

40 

Young,  Mrs.  Sara  A., 

4 

80 

Judkins,  George  W.,  heirs  or  dev. 

81 

60 

Cregg,  Francis, 

453 

60 

FRED  W.  GEORGE,  Collector. 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


In  submitting  this  report,  we  had  hoped  that  Merri- 
mac’s  Tax  rate  per  thousand  would  not  have  increased  over 
last  year;  but  the  increase  in  appropriations  as  voted 
at  the  annual  Town  Meeting  was  the  cause  of  the  high¬ 
er  rate,  from  $22.00  in  1914  to  $24.00  the  present  year, 
and  we  do  not  see  the  possibility  of  a  lower  rate  for  some 
time  to  come. 

There  are  now  Bonds  and  Notes  that  must  be  paid 
regularly  each  year  and  the  appropriations,  as  voted  at 
the  Town  Meetings  will  be  responsible,  to  a  great  extent, 
as  to  whether  the  present  rate  can  remain  where  it  is  or 
go  higher. 

Budget  for  the  year  was  made  as  follows : 

$31,349  44 
3,315  00 
2,018  96 
180  27 
1,853  00 
752  40 
550  00 
700  35 


$40,709  42 

To  realize  this  sum  we  assessed  taxes : 

Real  Estate, 

$28,898  30 

Personal  Estate, 

4,617  12 

Polls, 

1,204  00 

Estimated  income: 

From  State, 

1,500  00 

From  back  taxes, 

4,500  00 

General  appropriations, 

State  tax, 

County  tax, 

State  highway  tax, 

Refunded  notes  and  interest, 
Non-resident  bank  tax, 
Rocks  Bridge, 

Overlay, 


$40,709  42 
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Statistics  from  the  Valuation  Book: 


Total  valuation  of  assessed  estate, 

$1,396,476  00 

Valuation  of  assessed  real  estate, 

1,204,096  00 

Valuation  of  assessed  personal  estate, 

192,380  00 

Valuation  of  resident  bank  stock, 

18,650  00 

Valuation  of  assessed  non-resident  bank 

stock, 

31,350  00 

Valuation  of  assessed  church  property, 

exempt, 

40,050  00 

Valuation  of  assessed  property  of  indivi- 

duals,  exempt, 

43,975  00 

Number  of  persons  assessed, 

1174 

“  on  property, 

848 

“  “  “  “  poll  tax  only, 

326 

“  “  polls  assessed, 

602 

“  “  polls  exempt, 

42 

“  dwelling  houses  and  camps, 

637 

“  “  horses, 

131 

“  “  cows, 

150 

“  “  sheep, 

36 

“  neat  cattle  other  than  cows, 

51 

“  “  swine, 

21 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  H.  SARGENT, 
WILLIAM  C.  RUSSELL, 
FRANK  E.  BARTLETT, 

Board  of  Assessors, 
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REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 


Locust  Grove  Cemetery 
Receipts 

1915. 

Bal.  on  hand  per  last  report,  $  33  82 

Received  from  stumpage,  8  00 

Received  from  error  on  bank  check,  1  80 

Received  from  sale  of  lot,  25  00 

Received  from  sale  of  stone,  1  00 

Received  from  contingent  fund,  150  00 

Received  from  acc’t,  sale  of  lot,  5  00 

Received  from  sale  of  lot,  35  00 


$  259  62 

Contingent  fund  in  Savings  Bank,  $  227  01 

Expenditures 

1915 

March.  W.  S.  Pattee,  labor,  ’  $  5  00 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  labor,  5  00 

A.  O.  Nicol,  teaming,  27  69 

April.  T.  W.  Griffin,  labor,  2  50 

Nathan  Crofut,  labor,  6  40 

Michael  Gilmore,  labor,  2  34 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  labor,  3  00 

May.  Michael  Gilmore,  labor,  3  00 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  labor,  2  00 

M.  Gilmore,  labor,  2  00 

James  Donavan,  labor,  2  00 

Carpenter  and  Gilmore,  labor,  10  00 

A.  O.  Nicol,  teaming,  13  25 

Carpenter,  Wood  &  Gilmore,  12  00 
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June.  M.  Ordway,  drag,  4  50 

G.  F.  Davis,  teaming,  4  50 

Thos.  Troughton,  plants  and 
labor,  2  70 

July.  Trustees  sundry  bills,  19  83 

0.  F.  Bennett,  labor  and  stock,  1  30 

J.  B.  Little  Co.,  tools,  2  10 

Aug.  Frank  Gusha,  teaming,  2  00 

Sept.  F.  W.  Thurlow,  haying,  5  00 

Martin  Gilmore,  haying,  5  80 

Oct.  Martin  Gilmore,  labor,  13  50 

Trustees  acc’t  with  G.  G.  Larkin, 

Supt.  for  season  of  1915,  34  00 

Deposit  in  Merrimac  Savings 
Bank,  contingent  fund,  25  00 

Jan.  1916  Deposit  in  First  Nat. 

Bank,  44  62 


$  259  62 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  G.  LARKIN,  Treasurer, 

W.  H.  SCOTT,  President, 

C.  E.  ROWELL,  Clerk, 

Trustees. 

Town  Cemeteries 

Memorandum  acc’t  of  Selectmen’s  orders  to  Town  Treas¬ 
urer, 

Receipts 

* 

$  200  00 
3  00 


Appropriations, 
Sale  of  stone, 


$  203  00 
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Expenditures 

March.  E.  Bushong,  labor, 

M.  Gilmore,  labor, 

G.  G.  Larkin,  error, 

M.  Gilmore,  labor, 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  labor, 

M.  Gilmore,  labor, 

G.  G.  Davis,  team, 

J.  P.  Donahue,  labor, 

Trustees  expense  and  stock, 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  labor, 

Fred  Thurlow,  labor, 


$  28  80 

Trustees  expense  on  soldiers’  lots  for 

the  season  $  138  50 

Expense  repairing  fence  on  Front 

and  R.  R.  Ave.,  $  35  70 

$  203  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  G.  LARKIN, 

W.  H.  SCOTT, 

C.  E.  ROWELL, 

Trustees. 

NOTE — There  are  68  Union  Soldiers  and  Sailors  buried 
in  Merrimac  Cemeteries  as  follows: 

Church  Street,  35 

Locust  Grove,  25 

Lower  Corner,  v  8 

T wo  more  than  reported  last  year.  Every  lot  where  they 
are  buried  has  received  necessary  attention  and  there  is 
considerable  work  to  do  at  Lower  Corner  Cemetery  to 
make  all  the  lots  accessible  also  some  lots  to  fill  in  Church 
Street. 

An  appropriation  of  $250.00  should  be  made  for  1916. 


2  00 
2  00 
1  80 
2  25 

2  75 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
6  00 

3  00 
3  00 
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New  Perpetual  Care  of  Lots  For  1915  and  1916 

William  Gilday,  100  00 

Deposited  in  Merrimac  Savings  Bank. 

Moses  Stevens,  100  00 

Deposited  in  Merrimac  Savings  Bank. 

For  details  of  expense  paid  on  perpetual  care  of  lots 
for  1915  see  Town  Treasurer  Grant’s  report  on  another 
page  of  this  report. 

Perpetual  Care  of  Lots 

Under  Massachusetts  Laws,  Revised  Statutes,  1902? 
Chap.  78,  Sec.  24  of  Cemeteries  and  Burials. 

A  town  in  which  Cemetery  Commissioners  or  Trus¬ 
tees  are  chosen  may  receive  gifts  or  bequests  for  main¬ 
taining  cemeteries  or  cemetery  lots,  which  shall  be  paid 
into  the  town  treasury  of  said  town  and  with  the  ac¬ 
counts  thereof,  shall  be  kept  separate  from  the  other 
money  and  accounts  of  said  town;  the  town  treasurer 
shall  invest  all  such  funds  in  accordance  with  the  stipu- 
lations,  if  any  accompany  them;  otherwise  he  shall  invest 
them  as  ordered  by  the  Selectmen  and  Commissioners  or 
Trustees,  and  pay  the  income  therefrom  upon  their  order 
or  with  their  approval. 

The  income  only  can  be  used  under  this  law. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  G.  LARKIN, 

W.  H.  SCOTT, 

CHAS.  E.  ROWELL, 

Trustees. 
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ENGINEERS’  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  we,  the  under¬ 
signed  Board  of  Fire  Engineers,  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : — 

The  alarms  for  fires  have  been  as  follows: — 

Jan.  1,  alarm  from  box  21  for  fire  in  chimney  at  the 
residence  of  Parker  Thornell,  East  Main  St.  No  damages. 

Jan.  30,  alarm  from  box  13.  Fire  at  residence  of 
Melvin  Webster,  Adams  St.  No  damage. 

Maj.  8,  alarm  from  box  21  at  11.20  A.  M.,  for  brush 
fire  near  the  residence  of  Mrs.  L.  Knight,  East  Main  St. 
No  damage. 

Mar.  12,  alarm  from  box  17,  at  11.00  A.  M.  Brush 
fire  on  Mill  St.  Slight  damage. 

Mar.  13,  telephone  alarm,  2.30  P.  M.,  from  Fred 
Beckford  on  the  River  Road,  for  grass  fire.  No  damage. 

Mar.  15,  alarm  from  box  5  at  10.00  A.  M.  Fire  at 
Monomack  House.  Caused  by  spark  from  chimney. 
Small  damage. 

May  9,  alarm  by  telephone  from  the  Haverhill  Fire 
Dept,  at  2.30  P.  M.  Brush  fire  at  Veal’s  Pond. 

May  28,  alarm  from  box  17,  for  fire  at  the  residence 
of  B.  B.  Wood  on  Middle  St.  Barn  total  loss.  House 
partially  destroyed.  Insured. 

May  30,  alarm  by  church  bell  at  1.45  A.  M.  Fire 
at  residence  of  Mrs.  Moses  Stevens  at  Merrimacport. 

House  partially  destroyed,  barn  a  total  loss.  Insured. 

May  31.  alarm  from  box  5  at  12.25  for  brush  fire 
near  Pumping  Station,  East  Main  St. 
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Aug.  24,  alarm  from  box  16  at  10.00  A.  M.  at  the 
residence  of  John  E.  Beam,  Vendome  St.  Cause,  lamp 
exploded.  No  damage. 

Sept.  13,  alarm  from  box  5,  at  10.00  P.  M.  for  fire  in 
the  factory  of  James  Pease.  Damage,  $25.00.  No  in¬ 
surance. 

Sept.  17,  still  alarm  at  9.30  P.  M.  for  fire  in  chimney 
in  residence  of  S.  C.  Pease.  No  damage. 

Sept.  25,  still  alarm  at  10.30  P.  M.  for  fire  in  chimney 
the  residence  of  W.  B.  Sargent.  No  damage. 

Dec.  18,  alarm  from  box  5  at  4.45  P.  M.  Fire  at 
the  residence  of  H.  A.  Jackson,  Main  St.  Caused  by 
overheated  furnace.  Damage  about  $600.  Insured. 

We  are  very  glad  to  report  no  very  serious  fires  for 
the  past  year. 

What  alarms  we  have  had  have  been  promptly  res¬ 
ponded  to  and  we  believe  good  service  rendered. 

We  have  added  practically  nothing  to  our  equipment 
this  year,  only  replacing  and  repairing  where  actually 
necessary. 

We  feel  that  we  should  add  to  our  equipment  from 
time  to  time,  such  improving  and  additions  as  are  con¬ 
stantly  being  created  by  experts  along  these  lines. 

The  greatest  need  of  department  at  the  present 
time,  we  feel  to  be  the  motor-driven  apparatus,  which 
besides  being  more  effective,  we  think  would  be  more 
economical  in  the  course  of  the  vear.  This  will  have  to 
come  in  the  near  future. 

As  you  all  know,  the  town  voted  for  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  an  automatic  compressed  air  whistle  or  horn  and 
in  all  probability  will  be  a  reality  perhaps  before  this 
report  is  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens. 

In  regard  to  the  personnel  of  the  two  companies,  we 
believe  it  to  be  of  a  high  order,  and  with  proper  support 
from  the  town,  the  best  results  may  be  realized.  £  * 

Not  having  the  necessary  money  at  our  disposal, 
we  have  been  unable  to  purchase  any  hose  for  several 
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years,  and  would  recommend  a  special  appropriation  to 
buy  five  hundred  feet  of  new  hose. 

Thanking  the  citizens  for  any  assistance  rendered 
us,  we  remain, 


Respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  S.  TUCKWELL, 
CARLTON  C.  WITHAM, 

H.  A.  MORGAN, 


Engineers. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  herebj7-  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  De¬ 
partment,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1915. 

Charged  as  Follows: 

Number  of  arrests,  30 

Drunkenness,  20 

Disturbances,  1 

lAane,  \  1 

Violating  automobile  laws,  2 

Delinquents,  2 

Attempted  Larceny,  1 

Breaking  and  Entering,  1 

Larceny,  1 

Vagrancy,  1 

Disposed  of  as  Follows  : 

11  for  Drunkenness.  First  offence.  Released. 

2  for  Drunkenness.  Thirty  days  in  Newburyport  Jail. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Sixty  days  in  Newburyport  Jail. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Six  months  in  Newburyport  Jail. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Six  months  probation. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Bridgewater  State  Farm.  Committed 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Bridgewater  State  Farm.  Sentence 

suspended. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Placed  on  file. 

1  for  Drunkenness.  Fined,  $5.00.  Committed. 

1  Insane.  Committed  to  Danvers  Hospital. 

1  Disturbance.  Placed  on  file. 

1  Violating  automobile  laws.  Fined  $10.00. 

1  Violating  automobile  laws.  Fined  $15.00. 
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2  Delinquents.  Placed  on  file. 

1  Attempted  larceny.  Placed  on  file. 

1  Breaking  and  Entering.  Discharged. 

1  Larceny.  Discharged. 

1  Vagrancy.  Bridgewater  State  Farm.  Committed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WARREN  T.  WOODBURN, 

Chief  of  Police. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  KIMBALL  PARK 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac:  # 

There  has  been  nothing  of  special  importance  to  re¬ 
port  during  the  year.  We  haVe  kept  the  Park  looking 
as  well  as  we  were  able  to  do  with  the  amount  of  money 
at  our  disposal. 

We  have  paid  Mr.  Spinney  $20.00  more  on  his  bill 
for  shrubs,  and  we  hope  in  the  coming  year  to  pay  him 
the  balance  due  of  $20.00  after  which  we  will  have  the  full 
amount  of  our  income  to  use  on  the  grounds. 

We  append  herewith  a  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenses. 

Receipts 

Interest  on  money  in  Merrimac  Savings 

Bank,  $40  00  $40  00 

Payments 

A.  G.  Flower  for  care  of.Park,  $20  00 

F.  W.  Spinney  of  Haverhill  on  account,  20  00  $40  00 

FREDERICK  C.  GRANT, 
RICHARD  A.  SARGENT, 

Trustees. 
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FORTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MERRIMAG 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


For  forty  years  the  people  of  our  town  have  enjoyed 
the  privileges  of  a  free  public  library.  The  library  was 
established  in  1876  and  was  made  possible  by  the  gene¬ 
rosity  of  a  former  resident  here,  the  late  Doctor  James  R. 
Nichols,  then  residing  in  Haverhill.  Doctor  Nichols 
gave  the  town  one  thousand  volumes  of  well  selected 
books  as  a  foundation  for  a  library,  with  the  promise  of 
more  books  to  come.  The  promise  was  well  kept  and 
many  more  books  came  from  Doctor  Nichols  before  his 
death.  Other  contributions  of  both  money  and  books 
were  made  by  public  spirited  citizens  of  our  town  so  the 
library  was  opened  with  about  two  thousand  volumes. 
We  have  at  the  present  time  between  seven  and  eight 
thousand  volumes  on  our  shelves  and  we  think  that  the 
character  of  our  books  will  compare  very  favorably  with 
those  of  any  of  the  libraries  of  the  small  New  England 
towns.  We  wish  that  the  patrons  of  the  library  would 
become  better  acquainted  with  some  of  the  older  books, 
for  we  have  many  in  this  class  which  we  are  sure  would 
prove  as  interesting  and  helpful  as  the  more  recent  ones. 
With  the  present  appropriation  for  library  purposes  of 
$400.00  your  trustees  are  able  to  add  about  $100.00  worth 
of  new  books  each  year. 

We  have  added  this  year,  in  addition  to  those  pur¬ 
chased  with  the  money  appropriated  by  the  town,  about 
$66.00  worth  of  books  paid  for  with  the  income  of  our 
invested  funds.  These  are  nearly  all  reference  books 
such  as  the  Websters  New  International  Dictionery,  the 
International  Encyclopaedia  of  twenty  volumes,  and  some 
other  valuable  books  of  this  class.  These  books  make 
a  very  valuable  addition  to  our  reference  library,  and 
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should  be  very  helpful  to  many  of  our  people  who  are 
desirous  of  adding  to  their  store  of  useful  information. 

We  are  glad  to  report  a  greatly  increased  circulation 

/ 

of  books  this  year  over  last.  Our  circulation  this  year 
being  7684  volumes  while  last  year  it  was  6000  volumes. 
This  is  a  very  gratifying  condition,  and  shows  an  in¬ 
creased  interest  in  the  library  which  we  hope  will  be  main¬ 
tained  in  the  years  to  come.  We  are  very  glad  to  note 
the  good  work  by  the  Merrimacport  Library  Associa¬ 
tion  in  this,  their  first  year.  Starting  with  a  library  of 
about  150  volumes,  in  addition  to  those  loaned  them  by 
the  main  library,  they  close  the  year  with  736  volumes,  in¬ 
cluding  those  loaned  by  the  main  library  and  some  loaned 
them  by  other  educational  and  library  associations.  Their 
circulation  for  the  forty-six  weeks  covered  by  their  report 
is  3084  volumes.  This  means  a  weekly  circulation  of 
about  sixty-seven  books  and  certainly  speaks  well  for 
the  Association  and  its  patrons. 

We  feel  that  the  plan  entered  into  a  year  ago  of  keep¬ 
ing  a  number  of  our  books  with  the  branch  at  the  Port 
was  a  good  one,  and  we  shall  hope  to  continue  it  as  long 
as  it  works  well.  We  have  this  year  completed  a  Subject 
Catalogue  by  means  of  which  any  subject  matter  con¬ 
tained  in  our  books  can  be  made  immediately  available 
for  the  use  of  our  patrons.  We  hope  this  will  be  freely 
used,  and  if  it  is,  we  know  that  it  will  be  appreciated. 

Total  number  of  volumes  added  this  year  is  181,  viz; 


Purchased  by  trustees,  1 19 

Presented  by  the  State,  18 

Presented  by  the  U.  S.  Government,  5 

Presented  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Moulton,  14 

Presented  by  Arthur  A.  Carey,  1 

Presented  by  F.  W.  Whitridge,  1 

Presented  by  Washburn-Crosby  Co.,  1 

Presented  by  Jones,  McDuffee  &  Stratton,  1 

Presented  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  Fund,  4 
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Presented  by  Mrs.  Stella  Alexander,  2 

Presentee  by  General  Education  Board,  1 

Presented  by  Nat’l  Am.  Woman’s  Suffrage  Ass’n,  1 

Presented  by  M.  G.  Overlock,  1 

Presented  by  Bound  Magazines,  12 


The  total 

circulation  of 

books 

from  main 

library, 

7684  vols.  and  the  monthly  circulation 

is  as  follows; 

N 

Jan. 

716 

July 

697 

Feb. 

728 

Aug. 

432 

March 

819 

Sept. 

534 

April 

728 

Oct. 

555 

May 

827 

Nov. 

528 

June 

659 

Dec. 

481 

Including 

the  circulation 

by 

the  Merrimac  port 

Library  Association  of  3084  volumes,  the  total  circulation 
in  the  town  was  10768  vols. 


Financial  Statement 


Town  appropriation, 

$400  00 

Books  sold, 

2  02 

Int.  of  Whittier  fund, 

30  90 

Int.  of  Goodwin  fund, 

35  00 

Rec’d  for  cards, 

85 

Rec’d  for  catalogues, 

30 

Rec’d  for  fine, 

28  63 

$497  70 


Paid  for  books  regular  fund, 

$  98  56 

Paid  for  books  Whittier  fund, 

30  90 

Paid  for  books  Goodwin  fund, 

35  00 

Paid  for  Librarian  salary, 

200  00 

Paid  for  book  varnish, 

1  07 

Paid  for  S.  Condon  for  labor, 

1  50 

Paid  for  cleaning  rooms, 

3  00 
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Paid  for  magazines, 

27  35 

Paid  for  binding  books  and  magazines, 

39  50 

Paid  for  heating  rooms, 

25  00 

Paid  for  work  on  catalog, 

10  00 

Paid  for  repairing  chairs, 

2  50 

Paid  for  express  and  postage, 

2  30 

Paid  for  electric  light  bulbs, 

90 

Paid  for  printing  and  supplies, 

18  47 

Paid  for  repairs, 

1  43 

Balance, 

22 

i 

$497  70 

Schedule  of  property  from  which  income  is  derived: 

A.  E.  Goodwin  fund  with  int.  to  Oct.  1915  $297  68 

James  Whittier  fund  with  int.  to  Oct.  1915,  $415  48 

In  order  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  library, 
your  trustees  feel  that  they  should  be  given,  at  least 
$400.00,  and  they  would  respectfully  ask  that  that  amount 
be  appropriated  for  library  purposes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  H.  HOYT,  Chairman, 
HUBERT  0.  DELANO, 
WILLIAM  B.  SARGENT, 

B.  FRANK  SMITH, 
v  WILLIAM  S.  TUCKWELL, 

ALBERT  P.  WADLEIGH. 
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TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 


BIRTHS 


Number  of  births  returned, 

34 

Males, 

15 

Females, 

19 

Father  native  born, 

26 

Mother  native  born, 

28 

Father  and  mother  both  native  born, 

24 

Father  and  mother  both  foreign  born, 

4 

Mixed  parentage, 

6 

MARRIAGES 

Number  of  marriages  recorded, 

19 

First  marriage  of  groom, 

18 

First  marriage  of  bride, 

17 

Grooms  native  born, 

19 

Brides  native  born, 

17 

Average  age  of  groom, 

24  yrs.  6  mo. 

Average  age  of  bride, 

22  jrrs.  3  mo. 

DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths  recorded, 

35 

Males, 

14 

Females, 

21 

Under  five  years, 

3 

Males  native  born, 

14 

Females  native  born, 

19 

Males  foreign  born, 

0 

Females  foreign  born, 

2 
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Of  native  parentage, 

27 

Of  foreign  parentage, 

6 

Of  mixed  parentage, 

1 

Average  age, 

63  yrs.  8  mos.  14  da. 

Oldest  person, 

95  yrs.  2  mos.  28  da. 

DOGS 

Number  of  dogs  licensed, 

81 

Males, 

71 

Females, 

10 

CLIFTON  B.  HEATH, 


Town  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF 

Water  Commissioners 


The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  herein  submit 
their  twelfth  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1915. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  March  1,  1915,  it  was  voted 
to  extend  the  6  inch  main  to  the  Haverhill  line.  This 
extension  was  made  to  the  last  house  in  Merrimac,  thus 
making  a  saving  in  cost  and  also  doing  away  with  a  long 
dead  end. 

The  work  was  completed  July  19th  at  a  net  cost  of 
$3,268.49.  Eleven  houses  have  been  connected  with  the 
main,  the  income  at  present  being  at  the  rate  of  $110.00 
per  year  this  will  probably  be  increased  in  the  near  future 
enough  to  bring  the  income  to  about  4.5  per  cent. 

The  extension  of  the  1  1-2  inch  service  pipe  on  Church 
St.  was  made  at  a  net  cost  of  $143.50  the  income  from 
this  is  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent. 

We  have  added  27  services  making  the  total  to  date 
566.  There  are  35  shut  off  leaving  531  in  use  where  there 
were  but  490  in  use  Jan.  1,  1915. 

The  receipts  from  water  rates  were  $5,955.63  on  in¬ 
crease  over  last  year  of  $293.91 

It  has  been  evident  for  sometime  that  we  were  not 
getting  as  much  water  from  the  wells  as  we  should  this  is 
more  evident  when  the  lake  is  low,  which  is  the  case  at 
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the  present  time  and  will  probably  be  most  of  the  time 
in  the  future  owing  to  the  use  of  the  water  for  power  in 
Amesbury. 

In  the  month  of  December  with  the  lake  low,  we  were 
obliged  to  pump  more  hours  and  get  over  23,000  less  strokes 
than  we  did  in  the  month  of  June  with  the  lake  high. 

This  makes  pumping  more  expensive  than  it  should 
be  and  as  we  do  not  get  the  amount  of  water  that  we 
should  per  stroke,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  water 
is  being  pumped. 

We  are  advised  by  B.  F.  Smith  &  Co.,  the  firm  that 
installed  the  present  system,  that  the  only  remedy  is 
more  and  deeper  wells.  They  advise  the  installation  of 
10  more  wells  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,600.00. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR 

Expense 


Gross  expense  of  operation,  $  4,263  16 

Bond  payments,  3,500  00 

Note  payments,  850  00 

Interest  payments,  2,570  00 

Construction,  125  00 


$11,308  16 

Income 


Water  rates, 

$  5,750 

00 

Rent  of  Station, 

300 

00 

Appropriation  for  construction, 

125 

00 

Appropriation  for  municipal  use, 

2,371 

00 

Appropriation  for  maintenance, 

1,451 

67 

Cash  on  hand, 

1,310 

49 

$11,308  16 
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We  recommend  that  the  town 
appropriate  for  water  for 
municipal  use, 

For  maintenance, 

For  Construction, 


$2,371  00 
1,451  67 
125  00 


$  3,947  67 


We  also  recommend  that  the  town  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $1,600.00  for  new  wells  at  the  station. 

WATER  REPORT 

CONSTRUCTION 


Wright  Garage  Co., 

85 

F.  C.  Williams, 

2 

85 

Macbee  Co.,  service  pipe, 

189 

38 

A.  Mclnnis,  frieght  and  trucking, 

15 

66 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies, 

7 

30 

Payroll  to  employees* 

502 

44 

G.  G.  Davis,  teaip, 

178 

00 

O.  F.  Bennett,  supplies, 

65 

Town  of  Merrimac,  express  paid, 

• 

47 

Haverhill  Gazette,  advertising, 

4 

00 

Newbmyport  Daily  News,  advertis¬ 

ing, 

6 

75 

National  Lead  Co.,  lead, 

136 

50 

Jonah  and  George,  supplies, 

8 

23 

National  Meter  Co.,  1  1-2  inch  me¬ 

ter  and  supplies, 

49 

60 

G.  P.  Anderson  &  Co.,  supplies, 

56 

00 

B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  frieght, 

162 

76 

A.  O.  Nicol,  teaming, 

24 

92 

Union  Meter  Co.,  meters  and  sup¬ 

plies, 

158 

88 

Builders  Iron  Foundary,  service 

boxes, 

57 

20 

4 


WATER  REPORT 


R.  D.  Wood  &  Co.,  6  inch  pipe,  etc.,  1,240  55 
Norwood  Engineering  Co.,  hydrants,  112  00 
It.  G.  Watkins,  laying  pipe,  1,222  43 

J.  P.  Titcomb,  engineering,  61  12 

H.  Franklin,  labor,  14  80 

F.  E.  Sweetsir,  medical  attendance,  8  00 

It.  M.  Emery,  30  00 

W.  A.  Bailey,  expense,  2  50 

Z.  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies,  42 


$4,249  76 

Receipts 

Appropriation,  general,  $200  00 

Appropriation,  Main  St.  extension,  3,500  00 

Appropriation,  Church  St.  exten¬ 
sion,  120  00 

Sale  of  material,  55  39 

Light  dept.,  team,  94  75 

Light  dept.,  labor,  107  24 

Laying  service  pipe,  223  76 

Balance  unexpended,  •  51  38 


$4,301  14  $4,301  14 

MAINTENANCE 

Miscellaneous  and  Repairs 

G.  G.  Davis,  team,  $13  75 

Payroll  to  employees,  40  36 

D.  W.  Gould,  supplies,  50 

G.  P.  Anderson  &  Co.,  supplies,  97  57 

Town  of  Merrimac,  express  paid,  11  47 

Revere  Rubber  Co.,  supplies,  15  68 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies,  8  03 

O.  F.  Bennett,  supplies,  1  34 

Wright  Garage  Co.,  machine  work,  9  20 
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Scannell  Boiler  Works,  tools,  etc.,  141  50 

D.  Roy,  stock  and  labor,  26  00 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  trucking,  11  69 

Guy  Bros.,  repairing  boilers,  125  00 

Mrs.  F.  N.  Hargraves,  meals,  2  10 

W.  A.  Barbeau,  auto  and  labor,  16  00 

H.  B.  Titlon,  meals,  70 

H.  Franklin,  labor,  11  45 


•  $  532  34 

Oil  and  Waste 

G.  P.  Anderson  &  Co.,  oil  and  waste,  $207  76 

11  25 


$  219J31 

$400  00 
150  00 
12  50 
12  50 
12  50 


$  587  50 

$  1,0*25  99 

$  1,025  99 

Supplies  to  Station 

G.  P.  Anderson  &  Co.,  supplies,  78  80 

Town  of  Merrimac,  express  and 

freight,  3  10 

Z.  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies,  11  39 


A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  trucking, 


Salaries 

W.  A.  Bailey,  superintendent, 

W.  H.  Scott,  collector, 

W.  A.  Bailey,  commissioner, 

G.  A.  Titcomb,  commissioner, 

W.  A.  Barbeau,  copimissioner 


Light  dept.,  fuel, 


$  93  29 
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Station  Wages 
# 

Geo.  G.  Hall,  engineer,  $ 

1,080  00 

W.  B.  Perry,  labor, 

8  75 

It.  Stewart,  labor, 

8  75 

A.  H.  Austin,  labor, 

26  25 

A.  Poland,  labor, 

1  75 

$  1,125  50 


Office  Expense 


Telephone, 

51 

82 

Merrimac  Post  Office,  stamps  and 

box  rent, 

51 

00 

D.  W.  Gould,  supplies, 

1 

15 

Payroll, 

2 

88 

Merrimac  Job  Print,  books  and 

printing, 

46 

00 

Amesbury  Pub.  Co.,  printing, 

6 

35 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies, 

40 

C.  S.  Woodman,  caning  chairs, 

.  3 

00 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  coal, 

86 

90 

O.  F.  Bennett,  supplies, 

3 

90 

H.  Franklin,  labor, 

4 

95 

H.  H.  Story,  supplies, 

1 

10 

W.  H.  Scott,  supplies, 

4 

45 

Z.  Lovell  &  Co.,  supplies, 

5 

50 

$  269  40 


Insurance 


$42  41 


Merrimac  Insurance  Agency,  com¬ 
pensation, 


$42  41 


WATER  REPORT 
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Bonds,  Notes  and  Interest 


Bond,  payments, 

$  3,500  00 

Note  payments, 

500  00 

Interest  payment, 

2,590  00 

$  6,590  00 

Total 

$14,735  20 

COST  OF  CONSTRUCTION 
Cost  to  Jan.  1,  1915 


Pumping  station, 

$  6,631  74 

Boilers, 

3,473  70 

Pumps 

5,889  06 

Coal  shed, 

339  60 

Road  to  station, 

272  00 

Suction  pump, 

2,369  86 

Pipe  line, 

26,304  47 

Pipe  laying, 

12,808  57 

Clearing  land, 

620  08 

Stand  pipe, 

6,165  21 

Investigating  pommittee, 

2,344  12 

Meters, 

3,114  90 

Engineering, 

3,036  10 

Freight  and  express, 

245  99 

Miscellanoeus, 

971  98 

Salaries, 

1,500  00 

Land, 

3,475  34 

Service  pipe 

7,562  25 

Reservior  at  station, 

137  99 

$87,262  96 
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Additions  1915 


Pipe  line, 
Pipe  laying, 
Engineering, 
Meters, 
Service  pipe, 


$  1,679  51 
1,379  92 
61  12 
127  92 
573  84 


$  3,822  31 


$91,085  27 


BALANCE  SHEET 
Receipts 


Appropriations  for  Construction, 

$200 

00 

Appropriation  Main  St.  extension, 

3,500 

00 

Appropriation  Church  St.  extension, 

120 

00 

Appropriation  Municipal  use, 

2,271 

00 

Appropriation  Maintenance, 

2,563 

64 

Repairs  to  service  pipe  and  sale  of 

material, 

55 

39 

Light  dept.,  team, 

94 

75 

Light  dept.,  labor, 

107 

24 

Light  dept.,  oil  and  waste, 

169* 

63 

Light  dept.,  rent  of  station, 

300 

00 

Light  dept.,  office  expense 

111 

.05 

Light  dept.,  supplies  to  station, 

40 

86 

Laying  service  pipe 

223 

76 

Miscellaneous, 

28 

33 

Water  rates, 

5,955 

63 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915, 

304 

41 

$16,045  69 


WATER  REPORT 
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For  construction, 
For  maintencnae, 
Cash  on  hand  Jan. 


Expended 


$  4,249  76 
10,485  44 
,  1916,  1,310  49 


$16,045  69 

WARREN  A.  BAILEY, 

WILFRED  A.  BARBEAU, 
GEORGE  A.  TITCOMB, 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Municipal  Light  Board 


The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their 
twelfth  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1915 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  outlook  for  business 
was  anything  but  encouraging  and  not  until  the  early  sum¬ 
mer  was  there  any  indication  of  its  being  the  record  year 
that  it  has  been,  the  receipts  from  sales  of  light  and  power 
exceeding  the  previous  record  of  1910  by  $873.71  and 
exceeding  the  receipts  of  last  year  by  $2,067.47. 

The  output  of  electric  current  at  the  station  for  the 
year  was  279.965  K.  W.  H.  Power  two  phase  179.640, 
single  phase,  2280,  commercial  an  domestic  lighting, 
60.925;  street  lighting,  37.120. 

This  is  an  increase  over  last  year  of  89.385  K.  W.  H. 
power,  showing  an  increase  over  last  year  of  82642;  com¬ 
mercial  and  domestic  lighting  an  increase  of  8663  while 
street  lighting,  although  they  were  lighted  136  more  hours 
shows  a  decrease  of  1920  K.  W.  H.,  owing  to  the  use  of 
Mazda  lamps. 

This  does  not  show  a  net  saving  in  the  cost  of  lighting 
the  streets  for  while  the  streets  are  much  better  lighted,  the 
lamps  cast  more  and  do  not  appear  to  last  as  long  as  the 
carbon  lamps  on  the  streets. 

The  additions  have  been  25  domestic  sercive  and  4 
commercial  services  and  there  are  in  use,  115  domestic, 
60  commercial  and  12  power  services. 
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It  became  evident  in  the  early  fall  that  we  were  ac¬ 
cumulating  more  of  a  power  load  than  we  could  safely 
carry  and  with  “the  prospect”  of  more  being  added,  we 
began  negotiations  for  additional  equipment  or  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  current,  soon  after  this  camq  the  demand  of  the 
G.  W.  J.  Murphy  Co.,  for  continuous  service  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  calling  of  a  town  meeting  and  the  choosing 
of  a  committee  to  carry  this  into  effect. 

The  committee  voted  to  start  the  town  plant  at  once, 
and  run  it  24  hours  per  day  .  This  was  done,  starting  Nov. 
29  and  we  have  been  able  to  carry  the  load  so  far  by  limiting 
the  power  load  at  times. 

We  have  turned  back  to  the  town  the  entire  amount 
to  be  appropriated,  viz.  $1,963.63  and  have  the  sum  of 
$951.03  as  a  reserve  fund.  In  reality,  this  means  no  ap¬ 
propriation  for  maintenance  for  the  coming  year. 

Under  Secfion  114  of  Chapter  742,  Acts  of  1914,  the 
Manager  has  furnished  the  Board  with  the  following 
estimates  of  income  and  expense  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  Jan.  1,  1916. 


EXPENSE 


Gross  expense  of  operation, 
Interest, 

Depreciation, 

Notes, 

Bonds, 


$8 , 080  02 


304  00 
979  61 
600  00 
500  00 


$10,463  63 


INCOME 


From  private  consumers, 
From  appropriation  for  main- 


$  8,500  00 


tenance, 


1,963  63 


$10,463  63 
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The  sum  of  $1,963.63  is  the  amount  to  be^included 
by  the  town  in  the  annual  appropriation  and  in  the^tax  levy. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Street  Lines 


F.  C.  Williams,  stock  and  labor, 

1 

40 

G.  G.  Davis,  team, 

11 

50 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  trucking, 

4 

52 

Payroll, 

30 

23 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies, 

1 

93 

Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  supplies, 

56 

64 

J.  H.  Stuart,  teaming, 

1 

00 

Town  of  Merrimac,  express  paid, 

6 

98 

C.  E.  Moss  Co.,  supplies, 

1 

74 

J.  P  Tticomb,  plans, 

10 

90 

Wright  Garage  Co.,  supplies, 

85 

Water  dept.,  team  and  labor, 

73 

96 

$  201  65 

Transformers 

Westinghouse  Co.,  transformers,  $  133  54 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  trucking,  1  94 


$  135  48 

Meters 

Westinghouse  Co.,  meters,  $  202  88 

A.  Mclnnis,  freight  and  trucking,  2  94 


MAINTENANCE 


$  205  82 


Fuel 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  fuel  and  teaming,  $  1,104  70 
Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  fuel,  2,228  55 
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N.  E.  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  fuel,  395  06 

B.  &.  M.  R.  R.  ,feright,  892  54 


$  4,620  85 


Oil  and  Waste 

Water  dept.,  oil  and  waste,  $  169  63 


$  169  63 


Station  Wages 


A.  J.  Cottam,  engineer, 
W.  A.  Barbeau,  engineer, 
Geo.  G.  Hall,  engineer, 


$  1,080  00 
70  00 
10  00 


$  1,160  00 


Repairs  of  Steam  Plant 

Wright  Garage  Co.,  stock  and  labor  $  46  10 

Water  dept.,  supplies,  40  86 

Town  of  Merrimac,  express  paid,  4  74 


$  91  70 

Repairs  of  Electric  Plant 
P.  N.  Fernald,  labor  and  expense,  $  28  71 


Town  of  Merrimac,  express  paid,  2  97 

Westinghouse  Co.,  supplies,  42  38 

Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  supplies,  1  50 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  supplies,  80 

Condit  Mfg.  Co.,  supplies,  6  88 

W.  IL.  Scott,  express  paid,  25 


$  S3  49 
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Repairs  of  Street  Lines,  etc. 


J.  E.  Currier,  supplies, 

30 

G.  G.  Davis,  team, 

30 

75 

Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  supplies, 

39 

50 

J.  H.  Stuart,  teaming, 

50 

A.  Mclnnis,  teaming, 

10 

Payroll, 

42 

29 

Water  dept.,  team  and  labor, 

128 

03 

Sargent  Coal  Co.,  supplies, 

50 

$  241  97 

Incandescent  Lamps,  etc. 

Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  lamps,  etc.,  $  887  40 


$  887  40 


Distribution  Tools,  etc. 


Pettingell  Andrews  Co.,  tools, 

$  2  05 

J.  L.  Fales,  ladders, 

12  00 

I.  B.  Little  Co.,  tools, 

60 

Amesbury  Electric  Co.,  supplies, 

2  20 

W.  H.  Scott,  express  paid, 

50 

$  17  35 


Salaries 

• 

W.  A.  Bailey,  manager,  $ 

W.  H.  Scott,  collector  and  book¬ 

400  CO 

keeper, 

250  00 

W.  A.  Bailey,  commissioner, 

12  50 

G.  A.  Titcomb,  commissioner, 

12  50 

W.  A,  Barbeau,  commissioner, 

12.  50 

$  687  50 
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Office  Expense 


Merrimac  Job  Print,  supplies, 
W.  H.  Scott,  expense, 

Water  dept.,  expense, 


$  18  50 

5  52 
111  05 


$  135  07 


Insurance  and  Incidentals 

Merrimac  Insurance  Agency, 

Compensation  and  liability,  $  266  03 

Water  dept.,  rent  of  station,  300  00 


$  566  03 


Bonds,  Notes  and  Interest 


Bond  payment,  $ 

500 

00 

Note  payments, 

1,300 

00 

Interest  on  bonds, 

240 

00 

Interest  on  notes, 

122 

00 

i 

Total, 

\  < 

( 

Balance  Sheet 

General  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915,  $ 

640 

22 

Depreciation  fund, 

.  60 

21 

Interest  on  fund, 

2 

42 

Sale  of  power  and  light, 

9,422 

96 

Appropriation  for  maintenance, 

2,817 

26 

Sale  of  lamps,  etc., 

720 

02 

Miscellaneous, 

5 

22 

Water  dept.,  fuel, 

1,025 

99 

2,162  00 
$11,365  94 


$14, 694 JO 
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Expended 

For  construction  and  renewals  less 

credits,  x  $  612  27 

For  maintenance,  10,753  67 


$11,365  94 

General  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916,  2,914  66 

Depreciation  fund,  413  70 


$14,694  30 


Steam  plant, 
Electric  plant. 
Street  lines, 
Transformers, 
Meters, 


Cost  of  Construction 

$  3,985  39 
4,481  01 
17,367  05 
4,162  78 
2,657  55 


$32,653  78 


Assets 


Steam  plant, 

$  3, 

002 

02 

Electric  plant, 

2, 

950 

79 

Street  lines, 

14, 

682 

56 

Transformers, 

2, 

959 

88 

Meters, 

1, 

785 

87 

Due  from  light  and  power, 

1,909 

65 

Lamps,  etc.  on  hand  and  charged, 

285 

23 

Fuel  on  hand, 

634 

56 

Tools  on  hand, 

153 

16 

General  cash, 

2, 

914 

66 

Depreciation  fund, 

413 

70 

$31,692  08 
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Liabilities 


Bonds  outstanding, 

Notes  payable, 

Appropriations  for  construction, 
Appropriations  for  bond  payments, 
Appropriations  for  note  payments, 
Unpaid  bills, 

Interest  accrued  but  not  due, 

Profit  and  loss, 


$  $,,500  00 
2,400  00 
5,375  83 
4,500  00 
1,671  72 
37  52 
147  50 
12,059  51 


S3 1,692  08 


WARREN  A.  BAILEY, 
WILFRED  A.  BARBEAU, 
GEORGE  A.  TITCOMB, 

Municipal  Light  Board. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  School  Committee  make  the  following  report  and 
also  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  Superintendent, 
Principal  of  the  High  School,  Supervisors  of  Music  and 
.  Drawing  and  School  Physician. 

,  The  Committee  organized  after  the  annual  town  meet¬ 
ing  as  follows: 

Frederick  C.  Grant,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Murphy,  Secretary. 

William  S.  Tuckwell,  Purchasing  agent. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  joint  committee  representing  the 
towns  of  West  Newbury,  Newbury,  Salisbury  and  Merri¬ 
mac  held  in  May  last,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Pratt  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  District  at  a  salary  of 
$1,700.00  per  annum,  which  includes  his  traveling  ex¬ 
penses,  succeeding  Mr.  Small,  whose  term  expired  June  30, 
1915.  We  are  to  pay  2-5  of  the  salary  and  get  2-5  of  his 
time. 

There  has  been  one  change  in  the  teaching  force  at  the 
High  School  during  the  year,  Miss  Bagley,  teacher  of 
English,  resigned  in  June  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Bessie 
M.  Feist iner. 

The  changes  in  the  Grades  have  been  four  in  number, 
Mr.  Broadfoot,  teacher  in  the  eighth  grade,  Miss  Williams, 
teacher  in  the  sixth  ,Miss  Wing,  teacher  in  the  second  and 
Miss  McEttrick,  teacher  in  the  first  grade,  resigned  at  the 
close  of  the  last  school  year  and  were  succeeded  by  Miss 
Helen  R.  Wiley,  in  the  eighth  grade,  Miss  Esther  J.  Woods 
in  the  sixth  grade,  Miss  Marguerite  E.  Burbank  in  the 
second  grade  and  Miss  Helen  B.  Cressey  in  the  first  grade. 


2 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


It  was  thought  advisable  to  add  Drawing  to  the  sub¬ 
jects  taught  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  in  Septem¬ 
ber  and  Miss  Alice  P.  Killam  was  secured  for  that  purpose. 
She  teaches  one  day  each  week  dividing  her  time  among 
all  the  schools.  K 

There  appears  to  be  but  little  friction  in  the  schools 
and  the  scholars  seem  disposed  to  profit  by  the  advantages 
offered.  There  probably  has  been  some  disadvantage 
through  so  many  changes  in  the  teaching  force,  but  on  the 
whole  the  work  may  be  considered  satisfactory.  Parents 
are  urged  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  in  maintaining 
discipline  among  the  scholars  and  in  striving  for  a  high 
grade  of  work  in  the  studies. 

From  the  special  appropriation  we  have  paid  the  bills 
for  the  repairs  made  during  the  last  year  at  the  High  and 
Grade  schools.-  At  the  Prospect  Street  School  we  found  it 
imperative  to  build  a  new  piazza  as  the  old  one  was  so 
badly  rotted  that  it  had  become  unsafe.  N.  S.  Cole  &  Son 
received  the  contract  to  build  the  new  one,  their  figure 
being  $274.00  for  a  complete  job  including  painting.  The 
work  was  completed  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  This 
expense  and  the  extra  cost  of  transportation  over  the 
estimate,  together  with  the  cost  of  introducing  Drawing 
will  account  for  the  overdrawn  shown  in  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Your  Committee  made  a  report  of  the  conditions  in 
the  Centre  School  building  at  a  special  town  meeting.  The 
joint  committee  appointed  at  that  time  to  consider  the 
matter  will  report  at  the  annual  town  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  C.  GRANT, 
ELLEN  M.  MURPHY, 
WILLIAM  S.  TUCKWELL, 

Committee. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Teachers’  Salaries 


High  School: 

Principal,  C.  C.  Putney, 
Assistant,  Annabelle  Lyons, 
Assistant,  Louise  A.  Morrison, 
Assistant,  Bessie  M.  Felstiner, 
Eithth  grade: 

Helen  R.  Wiley, 

Seventh  grade: 

Edna  G.  Smith, 

Sixth  grade: 

Esther  J.  Woods, 

Fifth  grade: 

Anna  M.  Kelley, 

Fourth  grade: 

May  M.  Smilie, 

Third  grade: 

Mary  A.  Hughes, 

Second  grade : 

Marguerite  E.  Burbank, 

First  grade: 

Helen  B.  Cressey, 
Merrimacport, 

Annie  M.  Sargent, 

Janitors 

High  School: 

F.  H.  Trefethen, 

Centre  schdol: 

A.  G.  Flower, 


Per  Month. 

$120  00 
60  00 
55  00 
50  00 

50  00 

50  00 

47  50 

45  00 

45  00 

i 

45  00 
40  00 
40  00 
45  00 

25  00 


30  00 
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Prospect  Street  school: 

Mrs.  Dwinnells,  10  00 

Merrimac  portschool: 

Mrs.  Coleman,  6  00 

Transportation 

It.  H.  Sargent  40  00 

G.  G.  Davis,  40  00 

/ 

Receipts, 

General  appropriation,  $  8,100  00 

Transportation,  750  00 

Acc’t  Superintendents  salary,  375  00 

Special,  for  repairs  made  last  year,  1,080  00 

Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth: 

Tuition  of  minor  wards,  122  25 

Mass.  School  Fund,  921  62 

Acc’t  Sup’ts’  salary,  437  50 

Count}^  of  Essex,  dog  tax,  145  93 

City  of  Boston,  tuition  of  wards,  117  00 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Watts,  tuition,  25  00 

Town  of  Salisbury,  tuition,  205  00 

Town  of  Newton,  N.  H.,  tuition,  41  00 

Fred  Beckford,  tuition,  25  00 

A.  G.  Flower,  reimbursement,  11 


$12,345  41 

\  * 

Expenditures, 

School  committee, 

Office  expense,  6  35 

Sup’t’s  aslary,  637  51 

Sup’ts  office  expense,  5  72 

Census  officer,  25  00 

Supervisors  of  Music  and  Drawing,  272  00 

Principal  of  High  School,  1 , 140  00 
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Assistants,  High  School, 

1,590  00 

Teachers,  elementary, 

4,130  75 

Text  books,  High, 

202  40 

Elementary, 

216  50 

Stationery  and  supplies, 

High, 

156  72 

Elementary, 

104  90 

Janitors, 

High, 

250  00 

Elementary, 

460  00 

Fuel, 

High, 

293  79 

Elementary, 

422  76 

Repairs, 

High, 

712  22 

Elementary,  i 

914  98 

Transportation, 

799  00 

Tuition, 

175  00 

New  equipment,  fire  extinguishers, 

87  50 

Typewriter  repairs  and  miscel., 

64  33 

Overdrawn, 


$12,666  62 
321  22 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Merrimac: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you 
my  first  report  on  the  school  system  of  your  town  and,  as 
it  is  my  first  report,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  deal  in  a 
serious  way  with  the  problems  that  confront  us  and  to 
place  before  you  and  the  people  of  Merrimac  some  result 
of  my  study  of  the  schools.  This  makes  no  attempt  to 
state  in  any  complete  way  the  condition  of  the  schools 
but  only  to  state  the  prominent  facts  and  to  leave  to  some 
future  report  many  minor  details. 

The  school  system  comprises  eight  grades.  This 
means,  or  should  mean,  that  the  same  amount  of  work 
is  accomplished  below  the  high  school  as  in  nine  grades 
only  it  is  divided  into  eight  parts  instead  of  nine.  No 
work  is  supposed  to  be  dropped  out  at  all:  simply  the  pupil 
completes  one-eighth  of  the  total  work  each  year  instead 
of  one-ninth.  The  eighth-grade  system  is  in  favor  to¬ 
day,  largely  for  the  reason  that  it  saves  a  year  or  more 
in  the  child’s  life  which  is  important  in  the  case  of  many 
children.  Any  change  in  a  school  system  from  nine  grades 
to  eight  should  be  accompanied  by  a  total  redistribution 
of  work  among  the  grades  as  described  above.  This,  so 
far  as  I  can  find  has  not  been  done.  One  serious  need  in 
our  schools  at  present  is  for  teachers  to  be  provided  with 
written  plans  and  specifications  which  shall  definitely  lay 
out  the  work  which  is  to  be  done  in  each  grade.  At  pres- 

i 

ent  each  teacher  is  a  law  unto  herself  and  is  absolutely 
unprovided  with  any  sort  of  a  study  plans,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  such  beginnings  in  this  work  as  I  have  already  made. 
Working  plans  are  the  basis  of  a  system.  We  are  lacking 
in  sj^stem;  in  proper  organization  of  school  work,  and  no 
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child  can  be  properly  educated  unless  he  is  taken  along 
the  road  to  knowledge  by  means  of  proper  maps  and  guide- 
boards. 

I  have  found  very  few  records  of  the  past  in  the  office. 
Any  well-managed  business,  however  small,  preserves 
proper  records.  These  are  essential  to  progressive  work. 
There  are  no  past  records  of  pupil’s  rank,  very  few  of 
their  promotions,  no  record  of  their  progress  through  the 
grades,  of  their  business  after  graduation,  and  no  records 
of  the  work  teachers  have  done  in  the  grades  to  work  with. 
Finding  such  scanty  records,  I  have  consequently,  spent 
much  time  in  getting  together  facts  about  the  schools 
which  it  was  necessary  to  know.  It  is  expected  that  this 
condition  will  be  remedied  after  this  year. 

Our  school  equipment  is  poor.  Perhaps  I  ought  not 
to  say  just  how  poor  it  is,  but  it  is  very  much  depleted  and 
below  that  usually  found  in  good  schools.  Our  stock  of 
text  books  is  seriously  deficient.  One  of  my  first  tasks 
here  was  to  get  a  working  inventory  of  our  stock  of  books. 
That  has  now  been  done  and  on  the  strength  of  what  that 
inventory  reveals,  intelligent  purchases  can  be  made. 
Purchasing  for  the  schools  without  a  plan  is  not  economy. 
Equipment  should  be  purchased  to  carry  out  definite 
plans  of  school  work.  Good  management  of  the  book 
supply,  for  example,  would  demand  a  certain  regular 
purchase  of  so  many  new  books  each  year  to  allow  for 
depreciation  and  above  that  certain  regular  expenditures 
for  additional  purchases  to  enlarge  our  stock.  A  stock 
of  books  will  depreciate  certainly  25  per  cent,  each  year. 
We  do  not  know  as  yet  what  our  invested  value  in  books 
is, — that  will  be  completed  later — but  suppose  it  to.be 
$2,000.00  This  would  necessitate  a  regular  annual  ex¬ 
penditure  of  $500.00  for  books  simply  to  keep  up  our  stock. 
We  are  lacking  in  maps  and  globes,  reference  books,  both  in 
high  school  and  grades,  supplementary  reading,  material 
for  teaching  writing.  The  children  are  in  some  cases 
unprovided  with  much  needed  text  books,  dictionaries,  etc. 
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Add  to  the  book  supply  money  that  is  needed  for  stationery, 
science  apparatus  and  special  equipments  such  as  type¬ 
writers,  and  you  get  an  idea  of  our  needs  in  this  line. 

It  is  difficult  for  people  not  familiar  with  the  work 
of  schools  to  realize  how  much  money  is  needed  to  main¬ 
tain  really  good  schools  but  perhaps  these  figures  wil! 
help  somewhat.  It  is  a  very  generally  accepted  estimate 
that  annual  expenses  for  books  and  stationery  for  each 
high  school  pupil  will  be  about  $4.00  per  pupil,  and  for 
each  grade  pupil  about  $2.00.  With  our  present  enrollment 
this  makes  $328.00  for  the  high  school  and  about  $550.00 
for  the  grades,  a  total  of  $878.00  per  year.  And  even  this 
does  not  allow  for  needed  increases  in  equipment  if  our 
schools  are  to  advance  with  the  times. 

But  this  condition  will  be  well  on  the  high  road  to 
improvement  this  year  and  while  the  expenditure  of  money 
will  have  to  be  considerable  to  put  us  in  a  thoroughly  good 
condition  it  need  not  all  come  on  this  year.  But  a  def¬ 
inite  plan  of  purchase  ought  to  be  entered  upon  covering 
possibly  two  or  three  years  with  the  total  necessary  ex¬ 
pense  distributed  over  that  time.  In  this  way  the  schools 
could  be  left  with  excellent  equipment  at  the  end  of  that 
period  and  the  cost  be  unfelt. 

I  believe  we  have  an  unusually  good  corps  of  teachers 
in  comparison  with  towns  of  our  size.  I  have  worked 
with  many  teachers  during  the  past  ten  years  and  I  have 
only,  words  of  appreciation  for  the  Merrimac  teachers. 
There  is  not  one  in  the  corps  whose  excellences  do  not 
exceed  the  qualities  which  might  be  criticised.  They  are 
especially  willing  and  earnest  in  their  work;  they  are 
suceeding  better  than  we  have  a  right  to  expect  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  housing  conditions  of  our  schools  are  not  ade¬ 
quate  to  modern  school  work.  In  the  Center  building 
we  have  two  grades  in  one  room  working  under  two  teachers. 
The  confusion  and  interruptions,  while  far  less  than  I 
should  expect  under  the  efficient  management  of  our  pres- 
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ent  teachers,  is  such  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  their  work.  There  are  over  seventy  pupils  in 
this  room.  It  is  a  condition  which  ought  not  to  exist. 
They  should  be  separated  into  different  rooms.  The 
back  part  of  the  building  is  not  suitable  as  it  stands  for 
school  purposes.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  open  to 
very  serious  criticism.  The  heating,  ventilation  and  the 
lighting,  are  entirely  inadequate.  Parents  do  not  usually 
feel  the  serious  consequences  to  health  which  may  and  do 
result  from  poor  ventilation,  from  eye-strain  due  to  poor 
lighting  and  from  hygienically  wrong  seating  positions. 
Most  of  the  desks  in  this  building  are  of  old  and  unadjust- 
able  type,  a  good  many  of  which  are  neither  comfortable 
nor  wholesome  for  children  who  have  to  occupy  them  for 
five  hours  in  the  day.  The  installation  of  slate  black¬ 
boards  would  improve  facilities  considerably.  The  amount 
of  blackboard  space  is  not  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  some 
of  the  grades. 

Another  condition  which  seems  a  menace  to  the  health 
of  the  pupils  is  that  they  are  obliged  to  hang  their  outside 
garments  in  cold  hallways  until  they  are  thoroughly  chilled. 
These  cold  garments  are  put  on  at  recess  and  at  noon  by 
children  coming  from  warm  rooms.  Parents  would  not 
allow  children  at  home  to  put  on  such  cold  outside  clothing. 
Warm  corridors,  or  at  least  warm  cloak  rooms  are  needed. 

But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  any  attempt  to 
improve  sanitary  conditions  must  receive  the  approval 
of  the  State  Police  and  must  comply  with  the  regulations 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health, — and  any  attempt  to  in¬ 
stall  a  central  heating  plant  would  necessitate  installation 
of  a  proper  ventilation  system  to  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  these  same  authorities,  and  allowance  made  for  these. 
If  the  Center  school  had  been  provided  with  two  inside 
stairways  leading  from  the  second  floor  there  would  have 
been  no  demand  on  the  pare  of  the  State  Police  for  out¬ 
side  fire  escapes. 

We  are  again  having  drawing  taught  in  our  schools. 
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The  supervisor  visits  each  room  not  oftener  than  once  in 
two  weeks  among  the  grades  and  visits  the  high  school 
once  each  week.  This  is  all  that  can  be  accomplished 
in  the  one  da}^  a  week  for  which  we  employ  her.  It  is 
not  enough  to  secure  the  best  results,  nor  even  enough  to 
do  much  more  than  get  the  work  started  this  year.  To 
do  the  work  the  schools  need  in  drawing  would  require  at 
least  three  days  in  two  weeks  of  the  supervisor’s  time. 
But  credit  is  due  our  supervisor  for  the  work  she  has  done 
so  far  on  a  short  time  allowance. 

Miss  Alice  Parker  Killam  of  Haverhill  has  been 
employed  for  this  work  this  year.  She  also  has  West 
Newbury  schools. 

Especially  do  I  call  attention  to  the  report  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  high  school  who  has  said  some  things  which 
I  have  omitted  but  which  need  consideration.  Our  high 
school  received  second-class  approval  from  the  state 
authorities  last  year.  We  did  not  receive  first  class  ap¬ 
proval  because  of  certain  deficiencies  in  equipment  and 
certain  teaching  arrangements.  Perhaps  I  can  offer  no 
better  statement  of  these  deficiencies  than  a  quotation 
from  the  letter  written  to  the  last  superintendent  by  the 
high  school  inspector: 

“I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  Merrimac 
High  School  has  been  approved  in  Class  B  for  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  certification  to  State  Normal  Schools  for  1915. 

We  would  not  have  been  warranted  in  placing  the 
school  in  Class  A  this  year  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  equipment  for  the  commercial  department 
is  not  adequate  to  the  needs  of  that  department.  In  this 
connection  may  I  call  your  attention  to  require¬ 
ments  No.  17,  for  High  Schools  in  Class  A,  as  given 
on  page  5  of  the  enclosed  circular? 

2.  Provision  has  not  yet  been  made  for  the  keeping 
of  adequate  scholarship  records  as  called  for  in  require¬ 
ment  No.  5. 

3.  Both  Mr.  Broadfoot  and  Miss  Bagley,  teachers 
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of  less  than  two  years’  experience  have  classes  of  more 
than  thirty  pupils,  which  is  not  in  accordance  with  require¬ 
ment  No.  2.” 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  certain  changes  and  im¬ 
provements  are  needed  in  the  high  school  if  it  is  to  receive 
continued  state  approval. 

We  have  had  several  changes  among  the  teachers 
since  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 

Miss  Helen  R.  Wiley,  a  graduate  of  the  four  years’ 
course  at  Bridgewater  Normal  School  is  taking  the  place 
of  Mr.  H.  H.  Broadfoot,  Miss  Helen  B.  Cressey  in  Grade  1 
and  Miss  Marguerite  E.  Burbank  of  Grade  2  are  also  new 
teachers  but  have  an  excellent  normal  school  training  from 
Salem.  Miss  Esther  J.  Woods  also  is  teaching  her  first 
year  in  Merrimac  in  Grade  6.  She  has  had  several  years’ 
experience  in  addition  to  a  normal  school  training.  I 
believe  it  should  be  the  policy  of  this  town  to  select  for 
the  grades  only  teachers  of  normal  school  training  or  of 
such  experience  as  would  practically  equal  it.  Such 
training  demands  larger  pay  but  it  is  worth  it.  Teaching 
is  one  of  the  peculiar  professions  in  which  a  life  may  be 
sometimes  made  or  injured  by  a  mistake  in  judgment 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  The  peculiar  ripe  common 
sense  in  things  educational  which  can  only  be  gained  by 
experience  added  to  native  capacity  is  worth  many  dollars 
to  the  citizens  of  any  town. 

This  brief  survey  sets  forth  some  of  the  major  needs 
of  schools.  There  are  many  lesser  needs  which  it  is  not 
important  to  detail  at  present.  I  have  no  comment  to 
make  about  the  amount  of  mone}^  which  the  town  should 
expend  for  its  schools.  That  is  a  matter  purely  for  the 
town  to  decide  but  it  is  my  belief  that  good  schools  are  a 
matter  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  j  udiciously  expend¬ 
ed.  Good  schools  will  cost  more  in  the  future  than  they 
have  in  the  past.  Progress  is  everywhere  manifest  in 
our  state.  Economy  in  school  matters  does  not  consist 
in  small  expenditures,  but  consists  in  such  sound  business 
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management  that  we  get  a  true  value  returned  for  every 
dollar  expended.  A  good  school  demands  an  intelligent, 
strong,  well  paid  teacher  working  with  a  group  of  well-fed 
children  who  are  regular  in  attendance,  supplied  with 
ample  equipment  and  properly  housed  and  it  is  for  people 
of  Merrimac  to  make  this  matter  of  good  schools  a  study. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  HOWARD  PRATT. 


February  4,  1916. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 


To  the  School  Committee: 

The  total  membership  of  the  high  school  for  the 
six  months  ending  July,  1915  was  74.  The  average 
membership  was  70.46.  The  average  attendance  was 
67.82.  The  percent  of  attendance  was  96.22. 

The  total  membership  for  the  four  months  ending 
January  1916  was  92.  The  average  membership  was  87.01. 
The  average  attendance  was  82.33.  The  percent  of  attend¬ 
ance  was  94.62. 

Twelve  students  were  graduated  in  June,  1916,  as 
follows : — 

Helen  Marie  Barry 
Millard  Sargent  Bishop 
Lovertia  Pearl  Chase 
Katherine  Agnes  Crane 
Alice  Victoria  Grant 
Lillian  Beatrice  Jonah 
Victor  Wilbur  Kinsman 
.Katie  Florence  MacDougall 
Kneeland  Herbert  Mcllvin 
Paul  Leo  Noone 
Esther  Florence  Reynolds, 

Bernice  Elizabeth  Waterhouse 

Miss  Mae  G.  Bagley  resigned  as  teacher  of  English 
in  the  early  part  of  June,  1915  and  Mr.  Henry  H.  Broad- 
foot  declined  a  re-election  as  teacher  of  science  for  the 
current  school  year.  Miss  Bagley’s  place  has  been  filled 
by  Miss  Bessie  Felstiner  of  Haverhill  and  Mr.  Broadfoot’s 
by  Miss  Helen  R.  Wiley  of  Newton,  Mass. 

Our  Commercial  Course  has  continued  its  success. 
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All  of  its  graduates  of  last  June  were  fully  qualified  to 
fill  any  position  which  would  be  offered  to  any  clerk  with¬ 
out  practical  experience.  The  Course  has  been  reduced 
to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  strictly  useful  and  practical, 
that  is  to  say,  to  Stenography,  Typewriting,  Bookkeeping 
and  Arithmetic.  I  am  not  yet  wholly  convinced  of  the 
practical  value  of  teaching  Bookkeeping,  in  High  Schools, 
but  I  am  not  yet  ready  to  recommend  the  discontinuance 
of  the  course. 

But  the  dark  side  of  the  matter  lies  in  this,  that 
students  who  devote  their  High  School  Course  to  Com¬ 
mercial  studies,  find  on  its  completion  that  their  way 
toward  any  other  sort  of  education  is  practically  barred. 
Now  Merrimac  is  a  town  of  well-to-do  families.  Pros¬ 
perity  is  a  hard  matter  to  reduce  to  figures,  but  I  believe 
its  average  is  as  high  in  Merrimac  as  in  any  community 
in  this  country.  It  follows  that  the  parents  of  this  town 
are  able  to  materially  assist  their  boys  and  girls  to  higher 
education.  My  personal  investigations  lead  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  are,  without  exception,  not  only 
willing  but  anxious  to  assist  their  children  to  that  end. 
Add  to  this  that  there  was  never  a  place  or  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  when  higher  education  could  be  as 
easily  obtained  as  in  Massachusetts  at  this  moment. 
Am  I  not,  therefore,  fully  justified  in  asking  the  parents 
of  Merrimac  to  assist  us  in  keeping  their  boys  and*  girls 
from  devoting  their  high  school  course  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  branches,  unless  they  are  perfectly  sure  that  they  will 
have  neither  the  opportunity  nor  the  desire  to  pursue 
their  studies  in  another  direction? 

In  1914  and  1915  not  one  pupil  was  graduated  from 
the  classical  course.  This  year  there  are  four  candi¬ 
dates  for  diplomas  in  that  course.  As  far  as  I  know,  none 
of  the  four  are  intending  to  carry  their  classical  education 
farther,  but  I  believe  that  all  of  them  will  find  themselves 
better  prepared  than  the  other  for  whatever  may  come 
later. 
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Last  spring  the  school  received  the  privilege  of  send¬ 
ing  students,  without  examination,  to  any  of  the  colleges 
represented  on  the  New  England  College  Entrance  Cer- 
ificate  Board.  The  continuance  of  the  privilege  will 
depend  on  our  sending  a  stated  number  of  pupils  to  those 
colleges  regularly.  This,  we  shall  not,  in  all  probability, 
be  able  to  do. 

At  the  same  time  the  school  received  the  Class  B 
Privilege  of  sending  pupils  to  the  Normal  Schools,  without 
examination.  The  reasons  for  not  rating  the  school  as 
Class  A,  as  given  by  the  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education 
were  these: 

1.  Our  system  of  individual  student  records  were 
inadecpiate. 

2.  Teachers  of  less  than  two  years’  experience  are 
teaching  classes  of  more  than  thirty  pupils. 

3.  Our  Commercial  Room  is  not  properly  arranged 
and  equipped. 

In  regard  to  No.  1  the  deficiency  has  been  seen  and 
felt  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the  present  principal,  but 
he  did  not  feel  justified  in  throwing  away,  unused,  the 
stock  of  supplies  for  that  purpose,  already  on  hand.  That 
supply  is  now  exhausted  and  an  adequate  system  has  been 
installed. 

As  for  No.  2,  it  will  be  apparent  to  anyone  that  teachers 
of  experience  cost  more  than  those  of  none.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  two  or  three  classes  that  cannot  be  divided  with¬ 
out  the  employment  of  another  teacher  in  the  school. 

Our  Commercial  Room  can  be  supplied  with  approved 
equipment  for  approximately  ($500.00)  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Mention  has  been  made  above  of  the  employment 
of  another  teacher  in  the  school.  Massachusetts  High 
Schools  of  our  size  ordinarily  have  four  Teachers  besides 
the  principal.  The  requirements  for  Class  A  certification 
to  our  Normal  Schools  specify  that  there  shall  be  four 
teachers  besides  the  principal,  and  that  the  principal  shall 
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teach  but  four  classes  a  day  in  High  Schools  of  more 
than  one  hundred  pupils.  The  attendance  at  our  school, 
seems  likely  to  pass  the  hundred  mark  next  September. 

Substantial  additions  have  been  made  to  our  labora¬ 
tory  equipment  during  the  past  year,  but  we  are  still 
far  from  possessing  all  that  we  need  and  a  good  deal  of 
what  we  have  is  obsolete  or  out  of  repair. 

I  am  writing  the  above  with  full  understanding  of 
the  fact  that  our  High  School  is  a  large  one  in  proportion 
to  the  size  of  the  town  and  its  assessed  valuation;  and  that, 
consequently,  the  burden  of  High  School  support  is  greater 
than  in  other  towns  whose  situation  is  similar  to  ours. 
But,  notwithstanding,  I  believe  that  these  facts  should 
be  presented  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  committee 
and  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

In  any  event,  the  teaching  force  at  the  High  School 
will  continue  to  do  its  best  with  whatever  is  given  it  to 
work  with. 

Two  changes  in  our  course  of  study  seem  necessary. 
When  the  present  course  was  adopted,  two  years  ago, 
the  High  School  Faculty  was  very  anxious  to  add  German 
to  the  curriculum.  We  were  overruled,  not  by  the  School 
Committee,  but  since  that  time  a  growing  desire  for  the 
study  has  been  manifested,  principally  by  boys  who  wish 
to  attend  those  technical  schools  which  require  it  as  prep¬ 
aration.  I,  therefore,  again  recommend  the  addition 
of  a  course  in  German  to  our  High  School  Course. 

Two  years  ago,  the  study  of  mathematics  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  the  first  year  of  the  course.  The  theory 
was  this — that  pupils  in  that  grade  were  not  developed 
sufficiently  to  grapple  with  such  an  exact  science  as  Algebra. 
A  year  and  a  half  of  experience  has  only  deepened  my  con¬ 
viction  that  the  theor}^  is  without  foundation  in  fact. 
Therefore,  I  recommend  that  mathematics  be  restored 
to  the  course  of  the  Freshman  vear. 

i 

The  principal  is  occasionally  approached  by  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  town,  with  the  request  that  Typewriting, 
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private  work,  be  done  for  them  at  the  High  School.  These 
requests  are  presented  in  such  a  way  that  I  sometimes 
think  our  attitude  toward  the  matter  is  not  understood. 
We  are  always  very  glad  to  have  practical  work  of  any 
kind  for  our  advanced  typewriting  class,  and  the  students 
always  welcome  the  opportunity  of  doing  such  work. 

In  behalf  of  all  connected  with  the  High  School,  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Committee  and  our  fellow  citizens 
for  their  continued  support  and  co-operation  in  our  work. 

Respectfully, 

CLIFTON  C.  PUTNEY, 

Principal. 

Merrimac,  Mass.,  Jan.  31,  1916. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 


To  the  School  Committee, 

Merrimac,  Mass., 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  brief  report  for  the  past  year  is  res¬ 
pectfully  submitted. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  fortunate  again 
in  having  had  no  serious  epidemic  of  the  so-called  con¬ 
tagious  diseases,  like  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 

We  have  had  many  of  the  infectious  colds,  that  every 
year  break  up  the  attendance,  through  the  winter  months 
and  as  time  goes  on,  people  are  going  to  learn  how  very 
contagious  these  colds  are  and  will  be  more  careful  about 
having  well  children  sleep  with  a  child  who  is  suffering 
from  influenza. 

When  we  stop  to  think  of  the  amount  of  illness  caused 
from  this  alone,  while  a  larger  percentage  is  not  serious 
as  regards  life;  yet  there  is  in  the  aggregate,  a  great  many 
serious  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  no  small  number  of  deaths 
from  this  cause.  When  the  time  lost  from  school,  from 
wages  lost  by  the  wage  earners  of  the  families,  and  the 
millions  paid  in  doctors  bills  are  computed,  surely  an  in¬ 
fectious  epidemic  of  grippe  becomes  a  very  serious  matter 
to  a  state  and  to  the  community. 

Were  it  not  for  the  great  number  affected  this  would 
be  one  of  the  diseases  which  would  be  quarantined  the 
same  as  measles  and  the  other  contagious  diseases  that 
are  a  menace  to  the  public  health. 

The  grades  up  to  the  High  School,  have  had  the 
throats  and  teeth  inspected  as  the  law  requires. 

To  look  back  over  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  care  of  children’s  teeth. 
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Of  course,  there  are  families,  who  through  careless¬ 
ness  or  from  financial  reasons  neglect  this  matter,  but 
the  vast  majority  of  parents  are  inclined  to  do  the  right 

thing. 

Medical  inspection  in  this  country  is  in  its  infancy, 
as  regards  the  public  schools. 

The  time  is  coming,  and  I  believe  it  is  not  very  far 
distant,  when  this  whole  matter  will  be  under  State  super¬ 
vision. 

The  State  will  either  employ,  or  compel  cities  and 
towns  to  employ,  medical  inspectors,  who  will  be  paid  a 
living  salary,  and  devote  their  whole  time  to  this  work 
of  looking  after  the  general  welfare  of  school  children. 

The  small  towns  will  probably  combine,  in  much  the 
same  way  as  they  now  do  on  a  superintendent  and  a  school 
physician  will  visit  the  various  schools  of  the  different 
towns  at  stated  intervals. 

In  the  large  cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  even  now, 
trained  nurses  are  employed,  who  spend  their  time  follow¬ 
ing  up  from  house  to  house  those  children  in  need  of  the 
care  of  an  oculist,  or  a  dentist,  or  those  who  should  have 
adenoids  or  diseased  tonsils  removed  and  see  that  they  do 
receive  this  care. 

Many  large  factories  that  employ  large  numbers  of 
people  have  a  physician  on  duty  through  the  day  in  the 
factory. 

Surely  the  times  change  and  customs  change  as  the 
the  years  go  by  and  we  must  change  with  them. 

The  ever  present  problem  of  the  hygienic  conditions 
at  the  Center  School  are  still  under  consideration  and  will 
be  brought  up  for  discussion  at  the  March  Town  Meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  E.  SWEETSIR,  M.  D. 

School  Physician. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING 


To  the  Superintendent  and  the  School  Committee  of 
Merrimac : 

There  has  been  an  eager  response  to  the  work  in 
drawing. 

The  primary  classes  began  with  color  notation,  learn¬ 
ing  typical  colors  with  their  hues  and  values.  They  did 
some  very  creditable  free  cutting  besides  the  drawing. 
By  learning  simple  symbols,  they  acquire  a  vocabulary, 
by  means  of  which  drawing  becomes  a  graphic  language. 
For  example,  house  may  be  represented  by  five  straight 
lines.  These  are  much  easier  to  make,  than  the  various 
curves  the  child  must  learn  in  writing  the  word  house. 

The  grammar  grades  gained  some  facility  in  sketch¬ 
ing  from  the  object;  1st,  by  the  representation  of  plant 
structure,  studied  in  mass  and  in  outline. 

2nd,  the  representation  of  common  objects. 

Before  Christmas  we  did  some  constructive  work 
which  required  careful  planning  and  accurate  measuring. 
The  results  from  this  problem  in  grades  four  and  five  at 
Merrimacport  were  especially  satisfactory. 

We  shall  endeavor,  through  the  appreciation  of  form 
and  color  to  make  the  work  of  practical  value  beyond  the 
classroom.  The  results  in  the  future  should  be  in  advance 
of  what  we  have  done,  because  we  have  more  material 
with  which  to  work. 

The  class  in  mechanical  drawing  has  devoted  the  time 
to  lettering  and  the  making  of  working  sketches.  The 
lack  of  “preparedness”  for  the  subject,  is  of  course,  most 
noticeable  here.  Only  half  the  time  allowed  in  the  grades 
is  allotted.  There  is  a  commendable,  effort  to  keep  the 
work  up  to  the  standard. 

We  feel  that  the  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
and  pupils  bespeaks  a  continued  progress. 

ALICE  PARKER  KILLAM, 
February  5th,  1916.  Supervisor  of  Drawing. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 


To  Superintendent  Pratt  and  School  Board  of  Merrimac: 

Again  the  advent  of  another  year  reminds  me  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  time  for  a  school  report.  I  shall 
not  take  the  space  to  give  in  detail  the  work  of  each  dis¬ 
tinctive  grade,  but  refer  only  to  the  special  features  of 
music  study  which  have  been  followed  closely  in  nearly 
all  classes. 

Your  supervisor  has  proven  from  many  years’  teaching 
that  certain  points  in  this  particular  study  need  to  be 
emphasized  in  more  attractive  and  forceful  ways  at  the 
present  time  than  in  the  earlier  years  of  teaching. 

The  latest  manner  of  teaching  school  music  copies 
the  methods  of  other  school  studies,  and  is,  therefore,  more 
understanding^  taught  by  the  grade  teachers.  The  re¬ 
citation  of  Key  stories  by  the  pupils  of  all  the  grades, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  grade,  is  doing  more  for 
the  betterment  of  this  important  subject  than  any  other 
method  which  has  been  devised  in  many  years. 

“Just  what  is  a  Key  story?”  some  one  of  the  readers 
may  ask.  Here  is  an  example  which  I  will  give  so  that 
the  person  interested  may  understand.  A  pupil  rises  and 
says, — “The  Key  of  E  has  four  sharps  in  the  signature; 
they  are  F.  C.  G  and  D,  placed  on  the  fifth  line,  third 
space,  space  above  the  staff  and  fourth  line;  low  do  is 
found  on  the  first  line,  mi  on  the  second  line,  sol  on  the 
third  line,  ti  on  the  fourth  line,  high  do  in  the  fourth  space, 
la  in  the  third  space,  fa  in  the  second  space,  and  re  in  the 
first  space.”  The  pupil  then  goes  to  the  board  and  dem¬ 
onstrates  what  he  has  voiced.  This  practice  is  con¬ 
tinued  in  all  the  different  keys  by  the  upper  grade  pupils, 
and  in  the  easier  keys  by  the  lower  grades.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  any  pupil  can  escape  the  technical  points  of 
music  study  after  this  demonstration.  The  children  love 
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to  tell  these  key  stories,  once  they  have  learned  them,  and 
the  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  the  work  is  increased  there¬ 
by.  Much  valuable  rhythmic  work  is  being  accomplished 
in  the  grades,  particularly  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  by 
the  aid  of  the  French  time  language. 

The  situation  in  the  high  school  is  much  the  same  as 
that  of  a  year  ago  this  time — somewhat  discouraging — 
yet  the  class  of  1915  was  graduated  with  the  usual  high 
honors,  and  the  music  was  given  much  praise  by  the 
parents  and  friends  present  at  the  graduation.  Some 
years  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  competent  leaders  with 
which  to  entrust  the  solo  or  important  parts,  but  usually 
this  want  is  met  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  all  ends 
well. 

Merrimac  has  a  fine  staff  of  teachers — the  personnel, 
being  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  last  year — which  make 
the  duties  of  your  supervisor  very  agreeable. 

Several  years  ago  there  was  inaugurated  in  Merrimac 
a  school  festival,  by  whom  orgiinated  I  do  not  now  recall, 
at  which  each  grade  together  with  the  high  school,  furnished 
one  or  two  numbers, — either  of  music  or  recitation  or  both— 
something  prepared  in  the  everyday  line  of  study.  It  made 
a  very  interesting  programme,  and  gave  the  townspeople 
an  opportunity  to  hear  and  see  the  product  of  the  school. 
Your  supervisor  would  like  to  see  the  festival  repeated, 
if  it  is  not  asking  too  much  of  the  already  very  busy  super¬ 
intendent  and  school  board.  Many  attractive  and  in¬ 
teresting  songs  are  given  in  the  classrooms  which  the  public 
would  be  delighted  to  hear,  had  they  the  opportunity. 
To  make  up  an  entertainment  of  sufficient  length  and 
interest  ought  not  to  tax  any  grade  very  severely,  and 
would  mean  much  to  the  people,  I  am  sure.  Specimens 
of  drawing,  typewriting,  stenography  and,  in  fact,  any 
work  in  which  the  schools  are  engaged,  could  easily  be 
placed  oh  exhibition  without  great  trouble  or  expense, 
if  desired.  Your  supervisor  is  confident  that  an  an¬ 
nual  festival  of  this  character  would  be  both  pleasing 
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and  profitable.  Many  opportunities  are  furnished  for 
the  people  to  hear  the  pupils  of  the  high  school,  in  music 
or  drama,  during  the  year,  but  the  talent  of  the  lower 
grades  is  seldom  given  the  opportunity  for  display, 

Respectfully, 

W.  E.  HARTWELL. 

Supervisor  of  Music. 


Haverhill,  Mass.,  Jan.  24,  1916. 
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